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NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

REPORT OF THE

ENTO~10LOGIST.

BY L. BRUNER, ENTOMOLOGIST FOR THE BOARD.

In accordance with custom I present herewith a report as acting entomologist t()
the State Board of Agriculture. In former reports attention was paid to variou&
insects detrimental to the agricultural interests of the state-sometimes one thing
and at other times other things were considered. For the present paper I have concluded to give a review of the subject of the insect enemies of corn. In doing thisit is my intention to follow the plan adopted in Bulletin No. 14 of the Experiment
Station, where I treated the insects injurious to young trees growing upon tree
claims.
Since the corn crop is the most important of all our productions at present in the
state of Nebraska, it should be the aim of every farmer or raiser of tbis staple tostudy all the features connected with the cultivation of this cereal. Along with
the methods of cultivation and marketing of his crop the producer should pay
some attention to the insect and other enemies of corn. Especially is this necessary with reference to the insect enemies. In my last report I gave a list of the
various insect enemies of the sugar beet, and it was there stated that at least calculation there were as many as 64 distinct species of insects that bad been observed
to feed upon that plant. In like manner, a little trouble on the part of entomol()o
gists of the country has revealed the fact that Indian corn is attacked by 100 or·
more distinct kinds of these enemies.
While there have not been that number of insect enemies to this one crop actually
found here in Nebraska, most of them are known to occur here; and it is also a
well established fact that many of these are exceedingly troublesome. Some of
them have been mentioned from time to time in former reports, as well as in the
agricultural papers of the state; but of many of the others nothing has been said.
While estimates have set the actnal injury done to all cropll at the high figure of
from 15 to 50 per cent of the entire crops affected, I will not claim more than an
average based on the lowest figure, viz., 15 per cent. One-seventh of Nebraska'.
corn crop is then annually destroyed by insect enemiAs. Some years this amouni
is even doubled, which means a great many dollars to the state's income, even ai
the usual low prices received for the crop. When much of this injury can be prevented why not try to save some of this loss?
LIST OF CORN INSECTS.
HYMENOPTERA.

Solenopsis fugl1x Latr. (Small Yellow Ant.)
Solenopsis molesta Say.
Lasius brUrtneU3 alienus Latr. (Small Brown Ant.)
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LEPIDOPTERA.

Arctia arge Drury. (The Arge Tiger Moth.)
Leucarctia acrrea Drury. (The Salt Marsh Moth.)
SpiZosoma virginica Fab. (The Yellow Bear.)
Empretia stimuZea Clemens. (Saddle-back Caterpillar.)
Hyperchiria io Fab. (The 10 Moth.)
ApateZa oMinita Sm. & Abb. (The Smeared Dagger.)
Agrostis c-nigrum Linn. (The Spotted Cut-worm.)
Agrotis subgothica Haw. (The Dingy Cut-worm.)
Agrotis herilis Grote. (Western Striped Cut-worm.)
Agrotis cZandestina Harr. (W-marked Cut-worm.)
Agrotis messoria Harr. (Dark-sided Cut-worm.)
Agrotis tessellata Harr. (Striped or Corn Cut-worm.)
Agrotis ypsilon Rott. (Greasy or Black Cut-worm.)
Agrotis saucia Hubn. (Variegated Cut-worm.)
Agrotis tricosa Lint. (Dingy Cut-worm.)
Agrotis morrisoniana Riley. (Clay-backed Cut-worm.)
Hadena devastatrix Boisd. (The Glassy Cut-worm.)
Hadena arctica Boisd. (The Yellow-headed Cut-worm.)
Laphygma frugiperda Gnen. (The Fall Army Worm.)
Nephelodes violans Gnen. (The Bronze-colored Cut-worm.)
Gortyna nitela Guen. (The Stalk Borer.)
Achatedes zere Haw. (The Spindle Worm.)
Hcliophila unipuncta Haw. (The Army Worm.)
Heliothis armigera Hubn. (The Corn Worm.)
Asopia fariualis Linn. (Meal Snont Moth.)
Pempelia lignosella Zeller. (The Smaller Corn-stalk Borer.)
Orambus zeelus Fernald. (The Root Web Worm.)
Crambus eXBlCcatus Zeller.
Orambus fuscicostellus.
Pseudanoplwra arcanella Clem. (Burrowing Web Worm.)
Crenogenesmortipenella Grt. (Burrowing Web Worm.)
Eurycreon rantalis Guen. (Garden Web Worm.)
Diatrrea saccharalis Fab. (The Corn-stalk Borer.)
LophodeTUs triferana Walk. (The Red-banded Leaf-roller.)
Dichelia sulphureana Clemens. (The Sulphur Leaf-roller.)
Sitotroga cerealella Olivo (The Angonmis Grain Moth.)
Tinea granella Linn. (The Grain Moth.)
Tinea zere Fitch. (The Indian Meal Moth.)
DIPTERA.

Sciaria sp.? (The Black-headed Grass Maggot.)
Anthomyiaze::e Riley. (The Seed Corn Maggot.)
Diastata sp.? (The Corn-leaf Miner.)
Mesograptapolita Say. (Corn-feeding Syrphus-fly.)
Chretopsis renea Wied.
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COLEOPTERA.

Omophron libiatumF'lb. (Ko common name.)
Megilla maculata De Geer. (The Common Lady Bug.)
Silvanus surinmnensis Linn.
Silvanus cassim Reich.
Silvanus advena Waltl.
Typhcea fumata Linn.
Ips fasciatus Olivo
Tenebrioides dubia Mels.
Tencb/ioides lIwuritallica Linn.
Agriotes nutncus Say.
JJIelanotus communis Gyll.
JJIelanolus cribulosus Lee.
Sitodr<pa panicea Linn.
Aplwdius lululentus Hald.
JJfacrodaclglu8 subi!]JinoSlt8 Fab. (The Rose Chafer.)
Lachnosterna-several species (The White Grubs.)
Euphoria inda Linn. (The Indian Cetonia.)
Prionus imbl'ico1'lds Fab. (The Tile-horned Prionus.)
Diltbrotica longicornis Say. (The Corn-root Worm.)
Diabrotica 12-pltnctata Oliv. (The 12-spotted Squash- beetle.)
Systena blanda Mels. (The Pale-colored Flea-beetle.)
Cliwtocnema pulicaria Melsh. (The Brassy Flea-beetle.)
Tcnebrio obscurlts Fab.
Tenebrio molitor Linn.
Epicaula vWlcta Fab. (The Striped Blister-heetle.)
Epicaula cineria Forst. (The Gray Blister-beetle.)
Epicauta pennsglcanica De G. (The Black Blister-beetle.)
Epiclel'us imbricatus Say. (The Imbricated Snout-beetle.)
Sphenophonls pertina:c Oliv.
Sphenophorus ochreus Lee.
Sphenoplwrus placidus Say.
Sphenophorus robustus Horn.
Sphenophorus cariosus Olivo
Spheuophorus sculptilis Uhler.
Sphenophorus parvulus GyU.
Sphenopho,us scoparius Horn.
Crrz"nrlra or!lzre Linn. (The Rice Weevil.)
Ctilaudra [Jl'anaria Linn. (The Grain \Veevil.)
HEMIPTERA.

BiissusleucoptertlS Say. (Chinch-bug.)
Jassus inimicus Say.
Cicadula nigrifrons Forbes.
Cicadula quadrilineatu" Forbes.
}facropsis nobilis (?).
Aphis maidis Fitch. (Corn-plant Louse.)
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Chaitophorus jlalJus Forbes.
Rhopalosiphum dianthi (Schr. )-In greenhouse.
Aphis maidis-radicis Forbes. (The Corn-root Louse.)

ORTHOPTERA.
Anal>rus simplex Hald. (Western Cricket.)
Orchelimwn rulgare Harr.
Scuddcria pistilata Brunuer.
Melanoplus femur-rubrum De G. (Red-legged LocHst.)
11felaooplus atlanis Riley. (Lesser Locust.)
lYJelanoplus spretus Thos. (Rocky Mountain Lowst.)
l1Jelanopius differentialis Thos.
11felanoplus birittatus Say.
SchistoceJ'ca americana Drury.
A number of other locusts.

MYRIAPODA.
Iulus imprcssus Say.

(Thousand-legged Worm.)

In order that many of the above named insects can be recognized they lire treated
separately in the following pages, where the principal ones are figured, and the lifehistories of all given more or less fully along with some of the remedies that have
been found to succeed against thEm. As this is but a preliminary report upon the
insect enemies of maize, or Indian corn, each species will be but briefly treated. It
is hoped that matters iu general will permit of my treating the subject more fully
some time in the future, when I can also mention the enemies of other grains and
grasses. With this end in view, I wouli! therefore ask each of our farmers and
other interested parties to report to me from time to time the occurrence of all
such insect enemies that come to their notice.
HYMENOPTERA.
THE SMALL YELLOW ANT.

(Solenopsis fugax Latr.)

It is not the usual case with the representatives of this family to be vegetable
feeders to such an extent, at least, as to become what might be termed injurious.
Still, this small yellow ant is often guilty of injury to corn by attacking and feeding on the kernels of seed corn at about the time of sprouting and for some time
thereafter, thereby stunting the growth of the plant. This source of injury need
not, however, be considered of sufficient importance to warrant special efforts being
put forth towards the destruction of this insect.

SoLENOPSIS MOLESTA Say.
A second species of ant has sometimes been known to injure corn by attacking
and gnawing the leaves of younger plants. This injury, like that of the preceding
species, is seldom of sufficient importance to require attention on the part of the
farmer.
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THE SMALL BROWN ANT.

(Lasius brunneus, var. alien1tS Latr.)

This ant is not directly injurious to the corn crop, but, in an indirect way, can
be said to be very much so. It is the constant companion of the Corn-root Louse
mentioned further on in this report, and by its care of that insect becomes a party
to the injury. It has the habit of gathering and storing the eggs of this louse in
the fall of the year; and then, in the following spring, of placing them where the
heat of the sun hatches them. After the eggs are hatched the young lice are carefully cared for by the ants and placed upon the roots of corn and other plants
where th ..y are guarded to some extent from their enemies. The ant is not a vegetarian in its food-habits, but lives upon certain small insects and such other animal
matter as it finds. It is also very fond of the" honey dew" which the plant-louse
secretes. Hence the affection exhibited by it for the louse.
For a remedy see under head of Corn-root Louse.
There may be other species of ants that are directly or indirectly injurious to
this plant, but, if so, they have not yet come to my notice. There may also be
other kinds of hymenopterous insects that attack the plant in one or the other
stages of its growth.
LEPIDOPTERA.
THE ARGE TIGER MOTH.

(Arctia arge Drury.)

One of the common corn enemies here in the state is the larva or caterpillar
of the above named insect. Like the two following species, its larvre or young are
hairy caterpillars, and can be recognized from the following description, which is
taken from Harris: "The caterpillar measures about one. and a half inches in
length, is of a dark greeniRh-gray color, but appears almost black from the black
spots with which it is thickly covered; there are three longitudinal stripes of fleshwbite on tbe back, and a row of kidney-shaped spots of same color on each side of
the body. The warts are dark gray, and each one produces a tbin cluster of spreading hairs." The motb is described about as follows: "Its general tint is a lightflesh color, fading to nankin; the fore wings are marked with streaks and small
triangular spots of black; the bind wings are generally deeper colored than the
fore wings and have from five to seven or eight black spots of different sizes upon
them; there are two black spots on the collar, and three on the thorax; the abdomen is of the color of the hind wings, with a longitudinal row of black dots on the
top, another on each side, and two rows of larger size beneath. "
This insect bas frequently been quite destructive to young corn in the sonthem
states, besides being quite common over the greater portion of tbe. Mississippi
valley.
THE SALT MARSH MOTH.

(Leucarctia acrrea Drury.)

The second of these hairy caterpillars tbat frequently does some injnry to corn
is the one that bears the above name. This caterpillar is considerably larger than
the preceding, and can be recognized from the following description: "The full
grown caterpillar measures one inch and three-quarters or more in length. It is
clothed with long bairs, which are sometimes black arad sometimes brown on the
back and fore part of the body, and of a light brown color on the sides. The
bairs, like those of other Arctians, grow in spreading clusters from warts, which
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are of a yellowish color in this species. The body, when stripp8d of the hairs, is
yellow, shaded at the sides with black, and there is a blackish line extending along
the top of the back. The breathing holes are white, and very distinct, even
through the hairs."
The parent insects are rather large white moths, with the hind wings and the
sides of the abdomen rust red. They have both pairs of wings dotted with black;
and the body is also mottled with the same color.
The iusect will never, in all probability, do sufficient harm in this state to
amount to injury.
THE YELLOW BEAR MOTH.

(Spilosoma virginica Fab.)

A third of these hairy caterpillars is the larva of the white moth known as the
Yellow Bear Moth-yellow bear because of the color of the caterpillar. This is
the common white, yellow, or light brown caterpiIJar of weed patches, gardens, and
fields. There are two broods of the worms annually, and those of the first often
do some injury to young plants of corn. Although so common an insect, it seldom
does sufficient injury to warrant our taking decided action towards fighting it.
Should it be thought best to do so, this and the two preceding species can readily
be hand picked in most instances. If very numerous the Paris green and London
purple sprays will effectually destroy them.
THE SADDLE-BACK CATERPILLAR.

(Empretia stimlllea Clemens.)

Among the numerous other insects that
feed upon the Indian corn is the one shown
in the accompanying figure. While it is
not to be considered a dangerous pest to
this crop, it is incl uded from the fact of its
having been found feeding here at different
times. The description of 1 he ('aterpillar
and moth are copied from Packard's Guide
to the Study of Insects: "The larva is
thick and elliptical, the body being rounded
above, but flattened beneath, and a little
fuller towards the head. There is a pair of
FIG. l.-Empretia stimlllea; caterpillar, side densely spinulated tubercles on each side of
lilld dorsal views. [After Riley.]
the segments, the subdorsal pair on the metathoracic ring, and a pair on the seventh abdominal ring, being two-thirds as long
as the body is wide. There are three pairs of small but well developed thoracic legs,
while there are none on the abdominal segments. The body is reddish, with the
upper side green between the two largest pairs of spines, centered with a broad ellip.
tical reddish spot, edged with white, as is th'" green portion along the side of the
body. The moth is rarely found by collectors, and is of a rich deep velvety brown,
with a reddish tinge. There is a dark streak along the basal half of the median
vein, on which is situated a golden spot, while there are two twin golden spots
near the apex of the wing. It expands an inch and a halt:"
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THE 10 MOTH.

(Hpperchiria io Fab.)

The caterpillar which is shown in
the cut herewith presented is the young
of one of the silk worms that freqnently
feed upon such low plants as clover,
corn, etc. The insect is seldom numerous enough to be injurious, hence need
not require much attention here. As a
tree enemy it is more to be dreaded The
moth is quite au attractive oue and can
be recognized by the following short description: A reddish or yellowish hrown
moth with feathered antenme or feelers,
which hasa wing expanseoffrom two and
one-half to three inches. The hind wings
are provided with large eye-like spots
and the front ones with several wavy or
undulating lines across them parallel to
the outer border. Hand pickiug will
be found a sufficient remedy for this FIG. 2.-II.1Jperchiria io; larva. [After Riley.]
insect, in most instances at least.
THE S}1EARED DAGGER MOTH.

(Apillela oblinita Sm & Abb.)

The larva of the insect which
bears the above name is a hairy
caterpillar also, but has these
hairs or bristles arranged in clusters emanating from a series of
tnbercles or wart-like elevations.
In length it measures about an
inch and one-quarter to an inch
. iff and one-half; in color it is a
deep velvety black, brightly ornamented with red and yellow.
Upon each segment there is a
transverse row of tubercles.
From each of these tubercles
there arises a tuft of short, stiff
hairs, those on the upper part of
the body being red. while below
FIG. 3.-The Smeared Dag-zer ~Ioth (Acronycta oblinitol: the.y are yellowish. The light
a, matUie laIva; b, COCOOll, C, moth-natural f:ilze.
[Atte. HIley.]
markings in the illustration are
bright yellow in the living insect, while the spiracles, or breathing pores are white.
There are also a few whitish dots scattered over the hody. When full grown the
larva draw,; together a few leaves or other loose material in which it constructs
for itself a rough cocoon. In this cocoon it transforms to a dark brown chrysali8.
There are two broods annnally. One of them appears in June and July, and the
other in September and October.
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The moth that is parent to these larval is a very plain looking insect, of the same
Ilize and general appearance as the accompanying figure. Its front wings are gray,
with a row of small black dots along the hind border. There is also a broken
zigzag line of the same color across the wing beyond the middle, which, in some
specimens, is quite dim. In addition to these markings, the middle area of the
wing is provided with dark gray spots. The hind legs are white.
REMEDIES.
This is one of our injurious insects tbat is usually kept in check by insect parasites; and, therefore, it seldom becomes necessary for us to pay further attention to
it. It is more of a garden than a field pest. It also feeds upon some of our weeds.
CUT-WORMS.

(Agro/is, J}Iarnestra, and Hadena.)

It is needless for me to tell the farmers of Nebraska that cut-worms are among
our most dreaded insect pests, for everybody who has tried to raise corn, or garden
crops of any description, for several years in succession, has had experiences of his
own concerning their powers of destruction.
These cut-worms are moderately large, fleshy worms tapering gently towards
both ends. When full grown they average from one and one-fourth to one and onehalf inches in length, are dull yellowish-white or gray, sometimes inclining to
greenish, and clouded and striped or variously marked with dull black or smoky
brown; sometimes, though rarely, with deep black and pure white. One of these
worms (Agrotis clandestina) is figured herewith (Fig. 4), the illustration showing
it as curled, a position taken by them when disturbed. This species is about an
average in size-some species being larger and others smaller than this.

FIG. 4.-The \V-marked Cut-worm lAgro/it
clandestina); larva. [After Riley.

FIG. 5.-Agrotis clandestina; moth.
[After Riley.]

The name" cut-worm" embraces the numerous species of caterpillars that have
the habit of concealing themselves during day-time, either beneath some object lying
on the ground, or by directly burying themselves just below the surface, and coming forth after night to feed upon various kinds of vegetation. Many of them
confine their attacks to garden products and other low succulent plantl, bnt others
are known to climb np the trunks of trees, grape vines, and a variety of the taller
kinds of vegetation belonging to garden, vineyard, and orchard, where they canse
great havoc by eating the buds and tender leaves in early spring. Cut-worms are
the yonng of a certain gronp of "Owlet" moths, which are also nocturnal in their
habits. Both the larVal and matnre insects are, as a rule, inconspicuous in color,
being usually dull gray, brown, or black, or have these colors combined.
There are upward of three hundred distinct species of cut-worms found within
the limits of the United States; and perhaps fully one-third that number occur within our state. Of these the following species have been ascertained to work on corn:
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THE SPOTTED CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis c-nigrum Linn.)
THE DINGY CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis subgothica Haw.)
THE WESTERN STRIPED CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis herilis Grt.)
THE W-lIIARKED CUT-WOR1r. (Agrotis clandestina Harr.)
THE DARK-SIDED CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis messoria Harr.)
THE STRIPED OR CORN CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis tessellata Harr.)
THE GREASY OR BLACK CUT-WORM. (Agrotis ypsilon Ratt.)
THE VARIEGATED CUT-WORlII. (Agrotis saucia Hubn.)
THE CLAY-BACKED CUT-WORM. (Agrotis morrissoniana Riley.)
THE DINGY CUT-WORlII No.2. (Agrotis tricosa Lint.)
THE GLASSY CUT-WORM. (Hadena devastatrix Boisd.)
THE YELLOW-HEADED CUT-WORlII. (Hadena arctica Boisd.)
HADENA STIPATA, Morr.
THE BRONZE-COLORED CUT-WORlII. (Nephelodes violans Guen.)

FIG. S.-Hadel/a devastatrix; larva..
[After Riley.]

FIG. 6.-Nephelodcs violans; caterpillar. [After Lintner.]

FIG. g.-Haden a devastatrl",; moth.
[After Riley.]
\
FIG. 7.-Nephelodes tiolans; moth.
[After Lintner.]

As my time and space are limited I shall not try to describe these different kinds
sep:\L':ltely, nor can I figure all of them now. The remarks-which are herewith
preoented-will, therefore, be general.
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REMEDIES.
It is rather a difficult matter to name any single, oc even two or three, remedies

that will apply to all cut-worm depredations. Before the various species had been
separately studied, it was, and even now is, supposed by many that what is true of
one is also true of all species of cut-worms. The different kinds appear at different
seasons, and work in different ways, hence must be fought in various ways.
In the garden many of the worms can be taken by supplying artificial hiding
places for them in the form of blocks, chips, or boards, which can be examined each
morning and the worms crushed. Digging about hills of corn, stalks of cabbage,
and tomatoes, and other plants showing recent disturbance, will usually result in
the finding of the culprit. Cones of tar-paper set about plants will act as safeguards against their attacks, provided the paper projects an inch above ground.

FIG.I0.-Dark-sidcd Cut-Worm (Agrotis
messuria); moth. [After Riley.]

FIG.n.-Army Worm Tachinafiy;
larva, pupa, imago, and front

end of Army Worm showing
eggs. [After Riley.]
Salt is also said to be repulsive to the worms. This latter mode of fighting injurious insects is not to be too highly recommended, since salt is also more or less detrimental to the growth of many kinds of vegetation.
The very best remedy that has thus far been suggested and tried against cutworms is the use of poisoned grasses, cabbage leaves, or clover. This is done by
taking these suhstances and tying them into loose bunches, and then sprinkling
them with a solution of Paris green, or London purple, say a tablespoonful to a
bucket of water. Then in the evening scatter these poisoned baits over the field
between the rows of beets, cahbage, etc. The worms will be
attracted to them, eat and die. These baits should be renewed
several times, at intervals of two to four days, according to the
state of the weather and the abundance of the worms.
All of these cut-worms are attacked by several kinds of parasites, both hymenopterous and dipterou~. They are also devoured
by a numher of predaceous beetles, while birds of many kinds are
FIG.
12.-Tllchina
especially fond of them. One of these dipterous parasites is
or Fksh
Fly.
shown in Fig. 11, and another at Fig. 12.
THE

FALL AHMY WORM.

(Laphygmafrugiperda Guen.)

Very closely related to the cut-worms, and resembling them much in general
appearance and habits, is an insect that has received the popular name of Grass
Worm or Fall Army Worm. This insect is shown in Fig. 13, where the mature
nsect is figured. This insect is frequently very numerous, and is accordingly

"'uv

.N.EBHASKA STATE BOARD OF AGRICUL'l'URE.

very destructive. Although called the Grass Worm,
it is by no means confined to grasses as its diet.
Corn and other crops are just as eagerly attacked
and devoured by it.
Since this is such an important insect, and as I
have not treated of it before in any of my reports tQ
the Society, I will give a quite full description of it
here. The following characterizations of the insect
are copied from Prof. S. A. Forbes's account of the
insect in the fourteenth report of the entomologist
of Illinois.
jJloth.-" Front wings narrow, apex -broadly roundcy
b e d . General color brownish-gray, varied with
FI~'()~~:f~r,\~y~~a-c-:rl'l'S~~~: bluish-white, dusky and fulvous. A bluish-white
[After Wley.]
patch at the apex of the wing, usually containing a
few black points. Subterminal line arcuate, of the sam," color, continuous, with
this patch in front, sometimes obsolete at the terminal angle of the wing, but sometimes complete. Before the subterminal line, and within the apical patch, is a dark
blotch upon the middle of the wing, which sometimes contains one or two triangular
black points. Transverse anterior and transverse posterior lines sometimes obsolete,
when present double, zigzag. Base of wing slightly paler, with a longitudinal
black blotch in the middle. Orbicular spot obliqnely oval, pale testaceons, with an
oblique mark of same color immediately withont. Reniform spot obscure,
distinguished in front and behind by small whitish blotches, the posterior linear,
often shaped like the letter 'e,' the anterior variable. Upon the costal margin,
a series of whitish dashes, fonr of them between the reniform spot and the apex,
and as many more, obsolete, between that and the base. Terminal line pale, snbterminal space dark, divided into quadrate blotches by the nervures. Fringe
paler gray, the scales tipped with black between the nervures. Under surface
smoky but paler anteriorly and terminally, and fnlvous along the costa. Posterior
wings translucent, nearly white in some lights, roseate in others, dusky on anterior margin and on anterior half of outer margin. Head, thorax, and abdomen,
nearly uniform gray; thorax with a V-shaped black mark in front."
Caterpillar or larva.-" The larvm are dark, the general effect being that of a
nearly black insect with a broad buff band below the stigmata, and a narrow yellow subdorsal line. The dorsum is black or a very dark brown with a yellow median line, and irregular white lineations along the border of the dorsal space. The
subdorsal band is also blaek, slightly mottled along the lower margin, bordered
above by a yellow line which is itself bordered above aud below by a shade of
deeper black. The stigmatal band is drab, mottled with pale brown; the stigmata
black, partly within the substigmatal band and partly within the snbdorsal hand.
In one specimen, the dorsum is pale chocolate brown with scareely a trace of the
median line. The heads in all are jet black except on the sides, behind the eyes,
where they are somewhat mottled with whitish. The Y-shaped mark upon the
front is white and deeply impressed. The cervical shield is black, with the median line aud subdorsal yellow lines continued upon it. Upon the caudal shield
the median line wide,s to a more or less triangular blotch. The labrum is brown,
the basal joint of the antennm is wholly white, the second joint white with a black
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ring at the base, and the third joint brown. The venter is greenish brown beneath
the buff lateral band, becoming nearly yellow towards the hases of the prolegs.
Each of the latter has a glossy black patch upon its outer surface. Bet "een these
legs the surface is a brownish green. The whole ventral area is finely mottled with
yellow."
From notes accumulated by different authors it would appear that there are at
least two broods northward and three southward in the United States. The first
brood northward often attacks the young corn, and by eating the leaves and burrowing into the heart of the plants kills them. Later in the summer the lea,es
and the tender ears are damaged.
REMEDIES.

As it is in the case of other cut-worms and the true Army Worm, so it is with
reference to the present species. They are all usually held in check by their natural enemies, certain dipterous and hymenopterous parasites. f'ometimes, howe"er,
these from some cause or other fail to do their work, and the moth gains the ascendency. When such is the case artificial means must be resorted to if we would
protect our crops from their ravages. In writing on this feature of the subject,
Professor Forbes has the following to say:
., The female moths, when searching for a proper place of deposit for their eggs,
are evidently attracted to the ground upon which the larne do their damage, by
the presence of an abundance of green food for the latter, a fact which immediately suggests early plowing of ground intended for winter wheat, as a preventive
measure. Doubtless, except for the allurement of growing vegetation, the eggs of
the imago would be planted elsewhere, or so widely scattered as to effect no appreciable damage.
II Certainly in that region where the grass worm prevailed last year it would be
prudent to plow early after oats when it is intended to plant wheat.
II If, however, this precaution has been neglected and hordes of the larvffi appear
in the wheat fields, it will doubtless prove difficult to arrest their ravages. No
opportunities for experiment have as yet offered, notice of the appearance of
the larvffi in the wheat having been received too late to permit trial of reme·
dial measures; but it may be worth while to suggest heavy rolling as a
measure likely to be practicable and efficient in some instances. This has occasionally been found useful for the destruction of the true Army Worm. One
farmer in Mason county, who noticed that the grass worms were extending their
ravages rapidly from the central area in which he first noticed them, believed that
he had destroyed the brood and prevented further injury by plowing under the infested area and rolling it heavily immediately thereafter. If a disposit.ion to migration, like that of the Army Worm, is apparent, the march of the host may be
arrested by measures which have been found more or less elIicient in the Cllse of the
last named insect; that is, a furrow may be plowed across the line of their march,
when the worms collecting therein may be destroyed by dragging a log along tbe
furrow. If their appearance is easily detected wbile they are quite small, it might
not be unprofitable to destroy them with Paris .green or other form of insect poison,
but in most instances it will doubtless be less expensive to resow the ground than
to attempt tbe somewhat doubtful remedies here proposed."
It will be seen from the foregoing remarks that the insect is more of an enemy
to the smull grain than to corn. Still its omnivorous iood-halJits muke it also a
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very important species in the list of enemies of this last named cereal. If it is
destroyed when working as a grass worm or wheat worm there will be little need
to fight it as a corn enemy.
(Heliothis armigera.)
A very common as well as a very
injurious corn insect in the state of
Nebraska is the one bearing the
above names in different portions of
the country. And queer, too, it is,
when we take into consideration the
widely different nature of the food
plants upon which the insect works.
Nor are these its only food plants.
It is also known to work upon a
large variety of others, differing
greatly one from the other, hoth as
to nature and taste. Peas, beans,
pumpkins, squashes, peppers, heads
of hemp, leaves of tobacco, of lucerne, etc., also boring into the stems
of the tomato, gladiolus, and geraniums. It also works on the Jamestown weed (Datura stramonium) and
the different ground-cherries (Physa.
lis), as well as upon the seed-bolls of
the morning glories It will be seen
from these references that, with but
few exceptions, the worm, for it is
the larva only that does the damage,
is essentially a fruit and seed eateralmost invariably attacking the part
bearing the seed, or else the pulpy
stem in the absence of these. Aside
from these it is not, however, too
dainty a feeder to refuse the leaves
of tobacco. geraniums, and any other
plant available in their stead.
Here in Nebraska the worm is essentially a corn insect, and it is as
such tbat we have to deal with it.
Every farmer who has raised corn
has seen the worm, and knows how
it works upon the tender new corn
by entering at the" silk end" of the
ear and living upon the kernelssometimes almost entirely denuding
FIG. 14.-The Corn worm (Heliothis armigera); ear of the cob. Figure 14 shows the insect
corn showing larvoo and work; at right, pupa and
moth. [Afer Riley.]
in its larval, pupal, and perfect
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stages, and Fig. 15 the egg, larva, pupa, and imago with spread wings. In Fig. 16
it is shown as a tomato worm.
The parent moth, while classed with the Noctuidre, or nocturnal species, along with
the cut-worms, is partly diurnal in its habits. On hazy days, and especially during late summer, it can be seen flying about and feeding upon the blossoms of
clover, golden rod, etc.
There are from two to three
broods annually here in Nebraska, the early spring larvre feeding scattered about
upon such different food
plants as present themselves,
and maturing in time to be
ready for the first appearance
of the tender ears of corn..
f
The second brood is the one
to be dreaded. After the corn
has ripened and these larvre
of the second brood have pupated, there is sometimes a
third brood; i e., some of these,
and perhaps all, lor anght I
I know, issue and seek the vacl
rious plants ahove mentioned,
FIG. 15 -The Corn Worm (Ilelioth18 armigera): a, b, en]ltrged and provide for a wintering
VIew of the egg; c, full grown larva; d, pupa, in case; e,
.
andJ, moth-nlttma] 81Z '. [Xfter Riley.]
set of pupre. Very late m the
fall, long after the first frosts here. in Nebraska, hundreds of the moths are to be seen
about the lights in our cities. Whether or not any of these hibernate I cannot say.
As before stated, the larva is quite a general feeder. In addition to the food
habits already mentioned, it gives me pleasure to be able to announce that the
larva is also inclined to cannibalism, and sometimes attacks others of its kind,
which it not only kills but entirely devours.
REMEDIES.

The Corn-Worm, like other injurious species, can and should be carefully battled
against whenever the opportunity presents. A single moth lays on an average
about 500 eggs, and from the secluded nature of the larvre, has but few natural
enemies. Hence, every moth killed in spring before egg-laying begins means the
saving of a comriderable later loss.
As remedies that have been tried with success, the following are suggested: hand
picking, attracting by odor and drowning, and attracting by light. The first applies to the larvre; the others to the moths.
Hand picking. -Where the larvre infest gardens, the gathering of them by hand
and afterwards destroying is quite feasible. Even in corn fields of moderate extent, this method of warfare is of snfficient benefit to pay for the time thus spent.
Its presence in the ears is known by the eaten and blackened silk, mingled with
excreta. To capture the worms here, the husk can be opened at the top and thedepredator killed.
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Attracting by odors and drowning.-During certain times of the year, when the
moths are issuing from pupre, and before they have laid their eggs, these insects
·can be attracted to baits and destroyed. For this purpose a mixture of molasses
and vinegar, set out in the
fields in shallow dishes,
will attract and destroy
them. This method will
also attract and destroy
many other species. The
following quotation from
the Patent Office Report
(Agriculture) for the year
1885, page 285, gives some
light upon this subject:
"'We procured eighteen
co m mon- si ze d dinner
,
,.
'
.'
plates, into each of which
:FIG. 16.-The Corn" mm (II. C1 nugcra) as a tomato worm.
h If
'll f .
[After Riley.]
we put a a gl 0 Vlllegar and molasses, previously prepared in the proportion of four parts of the
former to one of the latter. These plates were set on small stakes or poles
driven into the ground in the cotton field, one to about three acres, and reaching a little above the cotton plant, with a six-inch-square board to receive the plate.
These arrangements were made in the evening soon after the flies (moths) had
made their appearance. The next morning we found from eighteen to thirty-five
moths in each plate. The experiment was continued for five or six days, distrib.
uting the plates over the entire field, each day's success increasing [? decreasing]
until the numbers were reduced to two or three moths to
each plate, when it was abandoned as being no Jonger
worthy of the trouble. The crop that year was very
little injured.
Attracted by li,qht.-The habit among a large number
of nocturnal insects of coming to bright lights has
frequently been taken advantage of for the purpose of
destroying certain of the inj urious species. This has
been done in connection with the one under present
consideratiou. While I do not approve of the general use
of this as a remedy against nocturnal insect pests, it
might be resorted to in extreme cases. Ju~t as many of
the useful or beneficial species are also attracted by
lights, and many of them are certain to be destroyed
along with the injurious ones. The best means of applying this remedy is shown in Fig. 17. If this plan is
adopted, many of the beneficial species will be enabled
to crawl out of the water and escape, while the moths
-cannot. A very little kerosene oil should be added to
the water to prove most beneficial in results. This will FIG. 17.-Lamp arranged for
.also add greatly to the number of friends destroyed.
catching moths.
[After
Lintner.]
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Prof. J. A. Lintner, in commenting npon the destruction of the first brood of
this moth, has the following remarks to offer, * which will also apply to other injurious species:
"To illustrate the great importance of destroying the insects which would produce the first brood of a many-brooded species, and the ease with which subsequent
multiplication may at this time be prevented, we present the following calculation,
showing the results which would follow the above experiments conducted for a single night, upon the supposition that each female of five successive broods would
have deposited its full quota of eggs, and that each egg would have produced a
moth. It is scarcely necessary to add that not even a near approach to such an
entire exemption from loss in four distinct stages of insect life can ever occur in
nature.
"The average numher of moths to the plate as given ahove (referring to the
same quotation from the Patent Office Report embodied here) being twenty-six, the
entire number captured during the night would have heen fonr huudred and sixtyeight. Assuming one-half of these to have been females, and each to contain five
hundred eggs, the caterpillars of the first brood would number one hundred and
seventeen thousand. By the same method of calculation, we have for the second
brood twenty-nine and a quarter millions of caterpillars; and continuing the computation until we reach the fifth and last brood, we have the amazing number of
457,031,250,000,000 caterpillars, or exceeding four hundred and fifty-seven trillions.
"To present this computation in a more convenient aud comprehensive form:
Under the above conditions and by the same progressive increase. a Corn }loth
emerging from its pupa in May would be represented by a progeny of nearly two
trillions of caterpillars in its last annual brood in November, a number fonrteen
hundred times greater than that of the entire human population (as estimated) of
the globe."
In this computation Mr. Lintner has carried his figures on to the fifth generation or brood, and not made allowance for loss of life by accident, disease, or predaceous foes. Our third brood is the last one we can count on for this state. Of
course these figures only show possible results, and are not intended to represent
actual facts. At any rate the increase of insect life is sufficiently rapid to warrant
the expenditure of prompt aud summary measures in dealing with them.
THE STALK BORER.

(Gorlynlt niteltt Guen.)

The insect which is figured
herewith (Fig. IH), while not at
all numerous, Ims ocC'asionally
been known to do considerable
iI.jury to growing corn both in the
field and in gardens. It works
both in the stalks and in the
L
.2
cob. When working either way
FIG. IS.-Gortyna nUela: I, moth; 2, larva. [After Riley.] of course the injury inflicted is
the death of stalk or ear. Lintner, in speaking of this insect, says, " More frequently it falls under our notice as a borer in the pith of plants cultivated in our
-First Annual Report of the State Entomologist of New York, 1882, p. 126.
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gardens, as in the stems of asters, dahlias, lilies, spinach, etc." He might hav&
gone on and mentioned various weeds growing along roadsides and along the edges
of fields.
The moth, which is parent to this boring larva, measures about one and one-half
inches in wing expanse. Its wings are of a wood-brown color, sprinkled with yel_
lowish dots. The only conspicuous ornamentation is a yellowish-wbite line at the
outer third of the front wings, bent at nearly a right angle, near the front margin;
between this line and the outer border the wing is paler.
"The caterpillar, shown at 2, measures over an inch long when fully grown. It
is purplish-brown above, with three white lines on the back, of which the central
one is continuous, and the other two interrupted from the fourth to the seventh
segments inclusive. The first two segments have a white stripe on their sides,
and above the third and fourth fleshy legs (prolegs) there is another white stripe.
The head and a carneous plate on top of the first and last segments are shining
yellow, bordered on the sides with black. In its walking, which is quite rapid,
the caterpillar arches its back somewhat like the Geometridm (measuring worms),
as it does not use its first pair of prolegs."
REMEDIES.

The remedies that can be employed against this insect must vary more or less
according to the plant which it infests. When it attacks weeds such as the ambrosias, cocklebur, chenopodiums, polygonums, etc., and shows no inclination towards forsaking them for potatoes, tomatoes, and other garden plants, the insect
does not require being molested by us; but when it does leave them for cultivated
plants its presence is quickly seen by the wilted stems, and it should be sought
out and destroyed. The stems of the plant containing the larvffi should be collected and burned.
The moth is claimed to live over winter and to lay its eggs early in June of the
following summer. These eggs are supposed to be laid upon the stems of the plant
in w bich the larvffi afterwards bore. Often a single stem will not contain sufficient food for a larva when it leaves its first stem and enters a fresh one. When
working in small grain many stems are required for the feeding of a single larva
to maturity.
THE SPINDLE WORM.

(Ackatodes zere Harr.)

An insect that is found thronghout the Atlantic, middle, and northern states,
and one that has at times been very injurious to corn in the New England states,
is known to entomologists by the above name. Harris, in writing of this insect,
uses the following language:
" This insect receives its common name from its destroying the spindle of the
Indian corn; but its ravages generally begin while the corn-stalk is young, and
before the spindle rises much above the tuft of leaves in which it is embosomed.
The mischief is discovered by the withering of the leaves, and, when these are
taken hold of, they may often be drawn out with the included spindle. On examining the corn, a small hole may be seen in the side of the leafy stalk, near
the ground, penetrating into the soft center of the stalk, which, when cut open,
will be found to be perforated, both upwards and downwards, by a slender wormlike caterpillar, whose excrementitious castings surround the orifice of the hole.
This caterpillar grows to the length of an inch, or more, and to the thickness of a
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goose·quill. It is smooth, and apparently naken, yellowish, with the hean, the
top of the first and of the last rings black, and with a double row, anOSs each
of the olher rings, of small, smooth, sllghtly elevated, shining black dots. With
a magnifying glass a few short hairs can be seen on its body, arising singly from
the black dots." This caterpillar also attacks other plants tban Indian cOl'n. It
bas been found to bore into the stems of the dablia, elder, etc. The parent moth is
described by that author as having" The fore wings rust-red, mottled with gray,
almost in bands, nniting with the ordinary spots, which are also gray and indis·
dille!; there is an irregular tawny spot near the tip, and on the veins there are a
few hlack dots. The hind wings are yellowish-gray, with a central dusky spot,
hdlilld which are two faint dusky bands. The head and thorax are rust-red. with
;In eevated tawny tuft on each. The abdomen is pale brown, with a row of tawny
tuft> on the back. The wings expand nearly one inch and a half."
REMEDY.

The same author states further, that" In order to check the ravages of these insects
they must be destroyed while in the caterpillar state. As soon as our corn fields
begin to show, by the withering of the leaves, the usual signs that the enemy is at
work in the stalks, the spindle worms should be sought for and killed; for if allowed to remaiu undisturbed until they turn to moths, they will make their escape,
and we shall not be able to prevent them from laying their eggs Jor another brood
of these pestilent insects."
THE AHlHY

WORM.

(Leucania unipuncta Haw.)

The name "Army Worm" has been indiscriminately applied in this countn'to
several "pecies of widely sepamted insects th;lt at times lune appeared in great
nnmbers, and moved aPlmrenUy with a single impulse as of an army. AI1JOng

FIG. 19.-The Army 'Vorm (Lencania wdpuncta): a, male
n1oth; b, abctomen of t'emu.,l', lHullI'nl size; c, eye; d,
antellnal joints of male; e, do. of f-:lllale, enLtrgetl.
[Alter Riley.]

FIG. 20.-ArnlY \VoI'm, the
full grown larva. LAfter
RIley.]

these can be mentioned the Cotton Worm (A/etirt x.iflina. Say), which devastates the
cotton crop of the southem Slate,,; tile G,ass \Vorm (Laph.ygma frugiperrhl Sm. &
Abb., also a s,uthern insect; the Tent Caterpillar (Clisiocamprr sy/vl/fica Harr.); the
Fall \Veh Worm (lIyplwntria textor Harr.); and one "or two others.
17
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Here in Nebraska the larva of a species of saw fly is sometimes
"dubbed" with the name of Army Worm; one of the Myriapods :llso is ('ailed by that name. There is perhaps an excuse
for this ,. many-foot" receiving the name, because it frequently
FIG. 21.-Army
V{orm; the pupa.
appears iu veritable armies upon low ground. Unlike the true
[After Riley.]
Almy 'Worm (Leuc(mia lInipuncfa), of which this article treats,
this" thousaud-leg" does no particular damage to growing vegetation. It is an
unongrflund f"eder, and only comes to the surface during excessively wet weather,
and wlwn mating.
Tile Army Worm is almost cosmopolitan in its distribution, but nowhere exc"pt
in the United States does it appear to be a pest. Here, too, its ntvages are confined
chielJy to the middle and northern portions east of the Hocky mountains. In Ne_
braska it was first ob,erved by me in injurions numbers during the summer of 1888,
and then only over a limited area in onr extreme northwestern conn ties. Of course
it may have been present in hurtful numbers prior to this, and its ravages not have
come to my notice. This is hardly probable, however, since I have been carefully
watchillg the coming :md going of insect pests within the state for npward of fif~
teen 'years
This Iw,ect can readily be recognized by a comparisou with the above fiC(ures.
The moth is reddish-brown, more or less thickly sprinkled with minute black
speck, o,er the front wings; and it also has a small white spot near the center of
each, from which it takes its specific name. The larva or "worm" is striped with
light clay and brown, which colors vary somewhat in different individuals.
REMEDIES AND KATURAL ENEMIES.

Chil'l among the remedies adopted for keeping in check the increase of this pest
is the burning of old grass, stubble, and other like receptacles for the eggs and hibernatin).'; larv1£. Perhaps this acconnts for the absence of the pest from our frontier settlements in this and other western states for the past twenty years and
more, the cnstomary fall and early spring prairie fires having destroyed snch eggs
and larval as would otherwise have entered upon the ~pring and summer campaigns.

FIG. "!.~C'tI(0 mn' cnlidum; a, the heetle; b. the l"rv", [After Riley.]
This is a prevelltati \'e l'el'ore the pest has" muteri"li;;:ed" The burning shonld be
postponed until sprill..( h,\< well :ulvanced, to be of most benefit. During late
years, the increase of area cultivated, and the prevention of starting fires on the
prairies, especially in the" cattle district" of the northwest, has perhaps been the
direct cause for the preRence Qf this insect in injnrious nnmhers.
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Now that it is with us, and liable to remain, we must be ready to meet it face to
face. Ditching, rolliug, plowing, etc., are remedies that can be used advantageously. Ditching and fencing can be resorted to in preventing the worms from passing from one field to auother. Fence boards set on edge and saturated with kerosene wiII effectually check an advancing column, after which they can be destroyed
by crushing. Ditching, with the opposite side of the ditcb from the advancing

~"IG.

23.-0icindela 6.guttata.

[After Riley.]

FIG. :24.-Harpalu8 calfginoslls.

[After Riley.]

FIG. 2?).-Exorista lcucani[£.

[Aller lVal'h.]

host "dug under," will" corral" the worms for the time being, when they can be
destroyed by crushing, or by covering with hay or straw and setting fire to it.
Poisoning with London purple and Paris green has also been resorted to with good
results; but as long as other and less dangerous methods do not tail, it is advisable
not to resort to th"se. Grass or grain I hat has been sprayed with these poisons
should never be fed to stock. as there is danger of poisoning animals so ted.
During ordinary years, this, as well as most all other injurious insects, is kept in
check hy its natnral enemies; but, occasionaIly,from various causes, these of themselves are not sufficient to do the work. Among the enemies of the Army \Vorm
are to be mentioned the insectivorous birds, poultry, reptiles, and when hard
pressed for food they even devonr one another. Quite a IlUmber of the predaceous
beetles and their larVal destroy hundreds of the worms Three of these heetles are
figured here. Fig. 2:{ represents Cicindela 6-guttllta; Fig. 24 is IIarpllluR crtligino8u8
Fabr.; and Fig. 22, a and b, are larva and imago of the Fiery Calosoma, Calo8oma
caliduln. There are also a large Ilumher of true p:lrasites that work upon this insect in one or the other of its stages. One of these (Exol'i.,ta leucanire), a Tachina
fly, is figured at Fig. 25. Besides the several species of two-winged flies that are
parasitic upon Leucania unipllncta, there are certain Ichueuffionids and other parasitic Hymenoptera that attack the worms by laying their eggs within their hosts'
bodies, where their young eat away their vitals.
THE MEAL SNOUT MOTH.

(Asopiajarinalis Linn.)

This insect is mentioned among corn enemies on the strength of its attacking stored
grain and the meal made of corn. The moth is a member of the Deltoids or Pyralid15
family-a name given to the group on account of the shape of these insects when
at rest. The meal moth has the front pair of wings light brown, "crossed by two
curved white lines, and WIth a dark chocolate-brown spot on the base and tip of
each." These moths are often seen upon ceilings of rooms and out-bnildings, and
can easily he destroyed at snch times.
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(Pempelia lignosella Zeller.)

THE SMALLER CORN-STALK BORER.

In figure 26 is shown the various
stages of the above named insect,
together with its work. While a
southern spedes, it is mentioned in
this paper, beeuu'e it lIlay at some
future time be iutrod uced into the
state. For a full descri ption of the
insect in its different stages, and
also for its habits and life-history,
the reader is referred to the report
of the United States entomologist
printed in the Annnal Report of
the Department of Agricul ture for
the years 1881 and 1882, pp. 142145.
THE ROOT WEB WORM.

(CrambU8

zeelus Fernald.)
The corn plant is often inj nred
here in Nebraska, as well as in several other states, by the above
name,[ insect. As the name illlplies. this pest works chidly below
ground, where it feeds upon the
roots of' its food plants The fig- FIG.
11 re

2li.-Pemlul a llgllosella: a,

'lfllk showinl( work

of larvd, b, l'l.f\Ta. c, pupa; d, moth WIth wmgs

(Fig. :29) will give the reader an expanded awl at rest-llatural -IZ·. [Uter RIley.]
idea of its mode of attack. In writing about this particular insect, Prof. S. A.
Forbes, state entomologist of Illinois. uses the following language:
"Upon digging into the affected hills, the caterpillars were found just beneath
the surface, sometimes as many as five or six in a hill, each in a retreat formed by
loosely webbing together a mass of dirt irregularly cylindrical in shape, one and onehalf to two inches long and about one-half an inch in diameter. The worm was
found in a silk-lined tube within this mass (the tube not always perfectly constructed), which in some cases opened at the surface, its presence being indicated
by a circular opening about the size of a wheat straw, in the earth next a stalk of
corn.
"The first attack upon the plant was made by gnawing the outer surface beneath the ground and above the roots Occasionally the stalk was completely
severed, as by a cut-worm, but usually not, the larvre showing rather a disposition
to work upwards, eating a superficial Inrrowor burrowing lengthwise along the
center of the stem. * * * The foliage was also freqnently eaten, the lower
leaf first and then the upper ones, the larva evidently leaving its burrow for this
pnrpose. The tips of the leaves were eaten off, or irregular elongate holes were
eaten through them--probably at night, as I have never seen the larva abroad by
day. Where the corn was largest, webbed masses of dirt were frequently found
which contained no lan-re, a fact which I at first inclined to suppose indicated that
the insect inhahUing them had tran:;formed, especially as the larVal tound were
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quite uniform in size and apparently full grown. I failed to find a single pupa,
however; and as onr breeding experiments did not yield the insect for more than a
month, it seems more likely that these empty webs had been abandoned by worms
which had gone in search of young stalks."

FIG. 27.-Orarnbus zeetlus; motb. [After Forbes.]

il

FIG. 28.-Crambus zeetlus; Jarva. slightly
magnified. [Afler Forbes.]

FIG. 29 -Corn i nj!l r ed by
Orarn!,us zallls; a, tubular uest ill earth. [After
Forbes.]

FIG. 30.-0rambus vulgi'llagellus: a, larva: b, web of Fame; C, cocoon; d, moth,
wings expanlled; I, same, wings dosed; g, egg--greatly enlarged. [After
Riley.] Larva more highly magnified at left. [After Llllter.]

The larva (Fig. 28) is pale reddish-brown in color, has a nearly black head, dusky
yello 'v' neck, and is covered by extraordinarily large piliferous tubercles, each of
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which bears an unusually long black hair. These" tubercles" are not elevated,
but consist of smooth shining areas, of a firmer consistency and a darker tint
than the adjacent surface. The moth which is parent to these web worms is a
Bmallleaden-colored insect that does not quite measure an inch in wing expanse.
REMEDIES.
In speaking of remedies against this insect Professor Fortes expresses the opinion
that" The injuries inflicted occur so early
as to permit replanting in most seasons in
case they should prove to be of serions import; and this species is consequently to be
classed with the cut-worms so far as the
effect of its inj uries to corn are concerned."

FIG. 31.-Crambus exsleeaius;

Lintner.]

moth. [After

Two other species of Crambus have nlso been taken in corn fields.
CRAMBUS EXSICCATUS.

The moth shown in Fig. 31.

CRAMBUS FUSCICUSTELLUS.
The larva and other stages of still another species, C. vulgivagellus, is figured
at No. 30. These latter h~ve very similar habits to those of the n. zeelus described
above. hence need not be treated separately. Most of these insects are normally
enemies of grasses rather than of corn, but also attack that plant at intervalsespecially when that crop is plnnted upon sod.

(Diatrma saccltamlis Fabr.)
"Boring into the stalks of corn
near the ground, a white larva, most
often with dark spots, measuring
when Jull grown about one inch in
length, tran.,forming to a slender
brown pupa within the stalk, which
eventually gives forth a light brown
moth, with a wing expanse of an
inch and a quarter."-Comstock.
This insect, although formerly a
southern species and a sugar cane
pest, has of late years transferred its
attention to corn, and is now rapidly
working its way northward. Some
idea of this insect's appearance can
be had from the accompanying figFIG. 3'2,-D[utrcea saccharalls: a, moth; e, pupa;
ures (Nos. :32, :33,34), which are taken
[Insect Uk]
from an article in Insect Life by L.
O. Howard, devoted to the life-history of the insect.-Insect Life, Vol. IV, No.3,
pp. 95-103.

THE LARGER CURN-STALK BURER.

REMlwms.

In treating of this feature of the subject, Mr. Howard has the following to say:
"'Vith the more careful and thorough methods of cultivation in the north this insect
will have no chance for its life. It will reach its maximum in localities like parts of

REPORT OF THE ENTOMOLOGIST.

263

South Carolina, where corn is
simply stripped for fodder in early
August and the bare stalks with
the ear attached stand until after the cotton is picked, ginned,
and shipped, and where, even after the ears are harvested, the
stalks are seldom harvested. In
Virginia, however, the conditions
are nearly as favorable for the
continuous development of the
insect. Where it is not intended
to follow corn with winter grain
the corn is cut in October, and
the butts stand in the ground
until the following spring, affording the larvlB safe places of hibernation.
Even in plowing for
_ another crop of corn in the spring
many of the old stalks are not
destroyed but remain standing
through the winter. Under these
conditions there is no check whatsoever to the increase of the pest.
Where winter grain follows corn
the stalks are not thoroughly
dragged off (they never seem to
work of larva.
be systematically pulled as in
[Insect Life.]
some parts of Maryland and other
localities), and even when dragged off and collected they are not burned. Where,
however, the old stalks are systematically removed from the field and burned after
FIG. 33.-Diatl'xa sacchara((s;

e

lnl
. .·.,J.

t:ft
f

FIG. 34.-D'atrx,1 saccharalis;

larval variations-enlarged. [Insect Life.]
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harvest or during winter, or where II constant rotation of crops is practiced, the
corn-stalk borer will never become a serious pest."
The insect is two brooded as far uorth as Virginia and Maryland, and three
brooded in the Gulf states.
THE CORN-FoDDER MOTH.

(Helia mmula - - . )

During the past five or six years, in Mississippi, the above named moth has been
more or less inj urious to corn fodder in the stack. The larva is briefly described
as being" over an inch long, of a uniform brown color, without hair, almost transluceut, has full complement of feet for crawling rapidly, and does not roll the dry
leaves nor make a web till the chrysalid is formed" This insect belongs, along
with several of the above named species, in the lepidopterous Jamily, Pyralidm.
THE GARDEN WEB WORM.

(Eurycreon rantalis Guen.)

One of our corn insects is shown in Fig. 35. It is known by the name of the Garden Web Worm, from the fact that it spins a web while feeding; and" Garden,"
because it is a garden frequenter rather than a field inhabitant. Systematically, it
belongs to the family of moths which bear the name of Pyralirlm, the members of
which are all more or less injurious. It has been quite thoroughly treated in Professor Hiley's annual report to the Commissioner of Agriculture for the year 1885,
pp. ~26j-270. I will therefore quote quite largely from that source.
In referring to the distribution of this insect that author writes as follows:
"Eurycreon rantalis is quite a widespread species, occurring all over the United
States. It has been captured in South America, and the original description of the
species was from a specimen from Montevideo. It is also a very variable species,
and has been variously described under the names of crill/salis, by 'Walker; of communis by Grote, and of occidentall8, by Packard."
DESCRIPTIVE.
"The moth (Fig. 35, j) has an average expanse of 18mm. The general color is
either orange or reddish yellow, inclining to buff, or more commonly a lighter or
darker shade of gray, having, in certain lights, ei ther a copperish or
greenish reflection very similar to
that on the well known Cotton Worm
Moth (Aletia xylina). The characteristic markings, as shown in the
figure, are the darker reniform and
orbieular spots, with a paler shade
between them; two irregular transverse pale lines, geuerallyrelieved by
FIG. 35.-Garden Web-worm (Ew'ycreon ran/alis):
a, larva; <to pupa; j, moth-all slightly enlarged. darker shade, most intense posteri[After Riley.l
orly on the anterior line and basally
or interiorly on the posterior line. The terminal space may be either paler or
darker than the ground color. The markings are very variable, however, dark
specimens (rantalis) having them all well defined, paler specimens (communis) less
so, while in others (crinisalis) the anterior line and inner portion of posterior line
may be lackiug."
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"The larva * * * is also somewhat variable in color, being either pale or
dark-yellow, or even greenish-yellow. It is marked with rather distinct jet-black
piliferons spots, as illustrated in the figure. The piliferons spots are also more or
less distinctly relieved by a pale border.
"The pupa is of the normal brown color and characterized by the tip of the body
having two prominences, each furnished with three stout, short spines."
Althoug;h this insect is known to extend over a remarkably large area, its injuries have thns far been confined to the region between the Missouri river and the
Rocky mountains; nor has it been observed here to any great extent-at least,
north uf the Platte river. This area is, however, qnite liable to be increased with
the general cultivation of the soil in the beet belt.
FOOD

PJ~ANTS.

Like many of our more injurious insect pests, the" Garden Weh Worm" is quite
a general feeder. It is especially one that will need our watchful care if we hope
to keep it Within bonnds, for it is one of the very few species that is a genuine
weed-feeder. In fitet, it is more partial to some of the weeds than it is to cultivated plants. Professor Riley speaks of the food habits of this insect as follows in
the report already referred to: "There is no question but t hat the preferred food
Qf this species is the foliage of plants of the genus Amarantus, called in different
parts of the country Amaranth, Pig-weed and Careless weed. This was very noticeable in our observations in 1873, and its next preference seemed to be Purslane.
Professor Snow also mentions Lamb's Quarter (also called" Pig-weed" Chenopodium) as a favorite food plant. Prof. C. E. Bessey, writing from Lincoln, Nebraska, August 11, mentioned an unusual abundance of these larvm upon Amaruntus retrofieJ'us and A. blitoides. Another correspondent mentions finding them
the present year (18S5) upon the COUlmon Cocklebur (Xanthium stmmarium), but
this was probably due to their excessive abundance and want of proper food. This,
also, is probably the case with the common Burdock (Lappa), which is mentioned
by another correspondent. Professor Popenoe mentioLs, among the weeds injured,
Amarantus alba, Chenopodium album, Ambrosia trifida, Apocynum cannabinum, and
Grindelia squarrosa. He also mentions the fact that they inj ured a bed of scarlet
verbenas."
'rhe following are the cultivated plants that it has been ohserved to feed upon:
Corn, cotton, cabbage, cucumber, castor beans, melon, squash, pea, beans, led
clover, alsike, alfalfa, pumpkin, sweet potato, Irish potato, egg plant, tomato, orchard grass, timothy, meadow oat grass, millet, flax, tobacco, sugar cane, lettuce,
·onions, and beets, besides others. Thus it will be seen that the insect is a more
general feeder than might be at first supposed. In fact it appears to be able to
feed on almost anything.
HABITS AND NATURAL HISTORY.

Under this heading Professor Hiley, whom I have already quoted largely, says:
,. The full n:\tural histnr.y of the species has not yet beeu made out. The eggs
have not yet been described, the method of hihernation is not positively known,
and the number of annual generation_ has not been carefully determined."
The insect is evidently a many-hro,"led species, since indications point to at least
three or four sets of the moths during the spring, summer, and fall. The larva is
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a web-maker, and always spins as it goes and constrncts a sort of retreat in which
it remains during the day-time at rest. It is described by Professor Popenoe in
the second quarterly report for 1880 of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture.
He says: "The following points in its history are the partial result of my study
of the insect. Although I made careful search for the egg, I failed to discover it
insitlt, but it is without doubt deposited on the lower side of the leaf, or low down
among the bases of a cluster of leaves, as newly hatched larval are found in both
these situations, from whieh they soon wander to other parts of the plant. As
soon as it (the larva) begins to move about it begins to spin the web, and this ill

FIG. 3G.-C'a'o'o"1a ca'idnm: a, the heetle; b, the larva.

[After Riley.]

increased in extent as the movements of the larva are extended. It is very active
in all stages of growth as a larva, and springs aside quickly when touched, sometimes throwing itself into a coil, but more often running rapidly away. At least
in early life the larva, when thrown off a leaf, will hang l,y a thread of silk. In
case a single leaf is of sufficient size, as in the sweet potato, the well-grown larva
is generally found on the upper side in a shelter formed by drawing partly together
the edges of the leaf by the silk of its web. In this shelter it is usually found at

FIG 37.-Harpalus caiioinosus.

[After Riley.]

FIG. 38.-Pasima('!ws clollonln.,.

[After Riley,]

rest during the day, hanging by its feet, back downward, to the lower sur/ace of
the web. In other plants several leaves may be drawn together for a place of concealment. If, indeed, the larVal are not partially gregarious, they are at least not
disturbed with proximity to each other, as several may be found at times in a common web, although I believe this is exceptional. As they are forced to move to
new parts of the plant for flesh food their webs are extended until finally the entire
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plant is covered. The young devour only the surface and substance of the leaf on
the side where they are, leaving the veins and the opposite epidermis untouched,
producing a "skeleton" leaf. As they grow older, however, they devour all portions of the leaf, and often eat also the petioles and tender stems. Opportunity
has not been given to determine the exact length of the larval life of this insect,
but judging from observations made, this cannot greatly exceed a week. Parties
living in the region where the insect was present in great nUlnbers give ten days as
the length of time in which the chief destruction was accomplished."
Although I have never paid personal attention to this insect, it is learned from
the records of others that, when full grown, the larva spins for itself a delicate
silken cocoon among the debris on the ground at the base of its food plant, and
transforms to the pupa or chrysalis stage. It remains in this last from one to two
weeks.
NATURAL ENEl\IIES.
Like all other injurious insects, this one is quite certain to have its insect enemies, both parasitic and predaceous. Some of the ground-beetles, like those illustrated in Figs. 36,37, and 31', feed upon the larne, while a Tachina fly has been
bred from them in Kansas by Professor Popenoe.
THE SULPHUR LEAF-ROLLER.

(Dicltclia 8ltlphureana Clemens.)

The little insect which is figured herewith
(Fig 39) is parent to one of the leal-rolling or
leaf~folding larvre that occasionally attacks
young corn. 'While it may never become suf·
ficiently injurious as a corn pest to make it
(,j'
worth our time to fight it as such, there is no
FIG ~9. Dichelia sulphureana; moth.
[Arter Forbes,]
harm in becoming acquainted with its appearance and mode of life. Aside from its attacks upon this plant, it is known as a
clover insect.
In speaking of this insect, Prof. S. A. Forbes says (14tb Ills. Rep!" p. 19)
j'This species has been repeatedly bred by us from corn during the prescnt year
[IH84J, the larvre being found in May and June folding the yonng leaves of the
plant from side to side and feedil'g within the cylindrical ease thus formed."
The larva or caterpillar is, when full grown, a trifle more than one-half inch in
length. of a greenish-yellow, more or less transl ncent, color. The head and cervical shield is variable, ranging from honey-yellow to yellowish-brown. In shape it
is fusiform, that is, tapering gently toward,; both ends. The moth is, generally
speaking, brownish-yellow above, with the front wings marked by two V-shaped
brown bands (the apex of the angle to the rear), so placed that when the wings are
closed these markings form an X.
TUE RED-BANDED

LEAF-HOI~LER.

(LaphoderU8 triferanus Walk.)

A second of these leaJ:rollers has been found to feed upon corn in Illinois. This
is the inseet whieh bears the above name.
Professor Forbes al1'o mentions this insect in the samp report, where he says: "The presenee of this larva, and that of the
sulphur leuf·roller just treated, is iddicated in eorn fields by the Jolding Jengt h wise
or rolling of the leaves in May and June. If these leaves be opened a green wrig.
gling larva will be found enclosed in a web within.
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" The moth hatching from these folded leaves in June, if Laphoderu8 triferanu8,
may be recognized as an insignificant species, about a half inch across the spreadwing. The fore wings are reddish-brown, except on the terminal fourth, which is
gray speckled with black, as is also the basal half of the posterior edge of the same
wings. "
Like the preceding species, this insect enjoys a wide range and is quite a general
feeder, thereby rendering it a dangerous enemy to corn, should it incline to select
this as its special food plant. It has been collected from Maine and New York to
Illinois and Texas; and has been found feeding on the cranberry, elm, soft maple,
~ak, apple, rose, beans, Grutphalium polycephalum, clover, strawherry, and corn."
This multiplicity of food plants and wide range render it a rather difficult insect
to handle. Should it become destructive it might be destroyed by the use of the
arsenite sprays, such as London purple and Paris green.
THE BURROWING WEB WORM.

(Pseudanaphora arcanella Clem.)

This species, again, has been studied by Professor Forbes, of Illinois, who pub_
lished an account of the result of that study in the 16th report of the entomologist
~f that state (pp. 98-100, PI. VI, Figs. 2, 3, 5).
He writes of this insect as follows: "This larva constructs a silk-lined burrow in
the earth, commonly terminating in a little chamber, and opening above in a
webhed mass of earth or rubbish, into which its silkr;n lining is extended. This
web worm is commonest iu meadOWS, but most easily detected in cultivated lands
the first year after grass. We have taken it from both corn and wheat following
sod, and from gardens. hedge rows, and the like.
This web worm is deo'cribed as "a slender caterpillar from one and one-eighth to
to one and one-fourth inches in length. General color, a soft dusky-gray, with a
peculiar silky look, darkening forward to the head and first thoracic segment, which
are shining black. Distinguished especially by lalge, irregnlar, shining white or
dusky areas on the thorax. The imago or parent insect is" a thick-bodied, heavilytufted, and wooly-looking moth of rather ctark brownish-gray color, with distinct
purple gloss, when fresh, on all the wings, the fore wings ~vith lighter median
shades, and indistinct spot and fine tranwer,e lilleations."
BURROW [NG WEB WORM.

(Cmnogenes rnortipenel/a Grt.)

In company with the preceding ,pecies, and scarcely Eeparable from it in the
larval stage, was a second burrowing web worm wilh similar life-history. These
transformed to ,. a light- bodied, narrow-winged, pale brown moth, the hind wings
dusky, and the fore wings specked, spotted, and minutely barred with dark brown
or black. Wing expanse varying from 25mm. in the smallest male to 34mm. in the
largest female."
THE

AJ'iGOUMOIS

GRAIN MOTH

(Sitotroga cereal/ella Oliv.)

"A very important insect in the south to-day is the so-called Angoumois Grain
Moth. It abounds in the Southern corn fields and granaries to an alarming extent;
but as we go north its nu III hers lessen and its inj uries decrease. It is difficult to give
its native home with certain ty, but the probabilities are tbat it was originally a south
European insect. It has been known in this country since 1728, and was prob.

ably introdnced by the early settlers of Virginia and the Carolinas. No insect
is more easily carried frOIll one country to another, as it will breed for years with-
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out intermission in a bottle of grain kept as a sample, or will remain unsuspected in kernels in parcels of se! d."
Professor Hiley, in his report as United States entomologist for the year 1884, has
devoted considerable space to this insect's injuries, habits, and history in this

FIG. 40.-Situtroga cereatlttla: a, larYfi; b, pupa;
j, mode of attack. [After Riley.]

C,

moth;

country; and in treating it here that paper will be largely
quoted. He writes of its natnral history and habits a8
follows:
"The old statement concerning the eggs i-: 'The female
moth lays it clnster of from twenty to thirty eggs upon
a single grain, in lines or little oblong masses in the longitudinal channel.' Our own experiments on the moth
in confinement ,how that the eggs are preferably laid (in
ears of corn) under the membrane whieh adheres to the
bas"l portion 01 ,Ile ,e"d, and a1tlJ{H'gh the membrane
adheres very clo,ely I he Inoth manages to insert hN oviposi tor under it. Tlll'y are also deposited in bot h the
longitudinal and transverse grooves hetween the grains.
Som -times there i, only a single egg, though usually
they occur in batches of as many as twenty-Ii ve. The
eggs are delicate, flat, and oval, and are pale red in color,
with prismatic reflections (Fig. 40, e).
"The yonng lanm are very active and crawl rapidly
about, sustaining themselns by silken threads. TIlt'Y
soon find tender places and bore into the kernels, leaving almo,t imperceptible openings. With wlleat it is
stated that a single grain has never more than one occupant, but with corn two or more are usually found. The
larva is smonth and white, with a hrowni,h hrafl and
prothor:wic plate (Fig. "0, a.) With the smaller gr"in.s,
it has been inli'rred, from the fact that the quantity of
excrement in the grain seems le!'s \\ ith the full grown
larvm than with the younger ones. that the larnc eat
their own excrement once or twice. At full growth the
larva ents a circnlar hole in the cortex 01 the s('ef] for the
exit of the future moth, without however. di.pladng the FIG.41.-Kl~ "I' Corn showing.
IllJ Ilfy of .''1 {otroga cereatlelta•.
Btopp.er thns formed. It then spin, a neJicate cocoon [After Hiley.]
1
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within the grain, in which it transforms to pnpa (Fig. 40, b). The moth issues
through the previously prepared hole, and is of a very light grayish-brown color,
more or less spottecl with black, ann with an expanse of wing of about half an
inch. Ears of corn frequell tly have every kernel affected by one or mOI'e larvre,
and present the appearance of our ti~llre (41) after the moths have i8sued."
This and several other in, ects that injure stored or cribbed corn are rather difdiffcult to handle on account of the open nature of the cribs that are used for this
purpose. A number of remedies h:we been suggested and tried with more or less
complete success; but as most of these entail a considerable outlay of labor and
money, they can hardly be ttrllled a success. The insect. is known to be killed by
a tempcrature of 16i degrces Fahrenheit if continued for a period of fifty minntes.
It has also been destroyed by the use of bisulphide of' carbon fumes. This latter
can only be used in tight buildlllgs and must \1" kept away from lights of all kinds,
since it is very explosive. It, the in"ect, is also attacked by a small hymenopterous
parasite, which latter might be aided in some way to kill it off.
THE

GRcUX

MOTH.

(Tinea grane/la Linn.)

Although this insect is principally a wheat pest it has also been known to feed
on shelled corn when stored for any length of time. \Vhcn suc~h is the case the
outside of the kernels :tre attacked and fa~tencd together with webs of silk. The
insect has been described by a n UIll bcr of d iIT,'ren t American wri tel's, most of whom
have given an account of its habits and mode of life. Briefly, this grain insect
can be described as follows:
The llloth, which is about one-third of an iuch in length whcn its wings are
folded, is creamy white, with six brown spots on the costa of each front wing and
with a long brown fringe at their ends. It is commonly found abont old granaries
during summer, and at such times should be killed.
R E}IE ()[ ES.

While not the easiest among insects to get rid of, the grain moth is not as difficult an enemy to control as is the preceding. Usually granaries are sufficiently
tight to permit the u~e of some such a remedy as the bisulphide of carbon alluded
to ahove. When this is the case it will be qnite an easy matter to pour some of the
liquid into a vessel and place in the bin containing the infe~ted grain. Now cover
this with some heavy ,heet or blanket so :tS to retain all the fumes and allow them
to penetrate the entire contents of the bin. Be very careful not to hring a lighted
lamp, lantern, cigar, pipe, or any other fire in contact with the fUllles, for tbeyare
very inflammahle. Neither should this be used in places where any animal or person will be confined with it for any length of time, for it is quite as rlestrnctive to
higher animals as it is to insects. After the fumes have penetrated the whole contents of the hin or grauary for a considerable time, open and let it air. No
poisonous effects are left behind, and grain thus treated does not appear to be materially injured for plauting.
THE INDIAN MEAL MOTH.

(Tinea zero Fitch.)

A third species of this group of small moths occasionally is found to feed upon
stored corn; but more commonly attacks corn meal. Professor l~iley has the following to say concerning this lllsect to a correspondent (American Entomologist,
III, p. 229):
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" The pale worms, with rows of minute spots of a more dusky color, each giving
rise to a hair, and with a brownish-yellow head and cervical shield, are the lanm
{)f Kjlliesti" Z('rc. This is a little moth which Fitch called the Indian meal moth,
and of which he gave a figure in his second report as state entomologist of New
York (1857). It is charaderized by the basal third of the wings being of a pale
cream color, while the outer two-thirds are of a more obscure reddish gray. This
worm is almost omnivorous and feeds with equal relish on all sorts of dried animal
.and vegetable su b,tances, being, however, particularly fond of grains and fruits."
It is the COUlmon worill of dried fruits in stores.
DIPTEHA.
As a rule corn is pretty free from attacks and injury by members of this order of
insccts. But few of the two-winged flies have thus far ]Jeen caught in the act of
injuring the crop. The following name,l five are all that have come to my notice.
THE CORN-FEEDISU SYHPH(TS FLY.
'TIn: SEED CO](X ~L\GGOT.
Tin: CORK-LJ';AP !\lINEI{.

(])Jrso(jl"apta poZita Say.)

(Antliomyi((

Riley.)

(Diastata sp.)

THE BLACK-HEADED GI,ASS lIIAGGOT.
CHAnOPSIS .lESEA

Zi'rc

(Sciaria sp.)

\Vied.

b
FIG. I'.!..-Jles()[lrapta poUla: a, maggot; b, pupa case; c, imago-all enlarged.
[Insect Life.]

The first named is ligured herewith (Fig. 42). It belongs to a family the members of which are nominally insect feeders, being more especially plant-lice destroyers. This one, however, has been taken in the very act of feeding upon the
leaves or' corn in various parts of the country by a number of ditIerent observers.
Its injuries are not very great, and but little fear of its becoming a pest is apprehended by entomologists.
The other species named are also only occasionally found in numbers. and then
but little injury is done by them.
COLEOPTERA.
The order Coleoptera, comprising the beetles, contains by far the largest number
()f species that attack this crop in one or the other of its stages of growth, and
afterwards while stored or after it has been made into meal. The first one on the
list is the
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OMOPHRON LABIATUM Fabr.,
which has no common or popnlar name. It is a member of the large family of
ground-beetles, and differs from most of its allies which are carnivorous by being
injurious to corn. It is said to be very injurious to grains of growing corn in its
larval stage at the south.
THE COMMOY LADY BeG.

(lJfegilla maculata De G.)

Another beetle that has departed from the path of virtue
Common to members of the family of which it is a representative is the one named above. As nearly everybody knows, the
lady bugs, or lady-birds as they are qnite often called, are
FIG. 43.-Jfeqilla mac- feeders on plant lice, lanlC, soft-bodied imeds, and eggs of other
ulata. [Alier HIley.] in'ects. This one, contrary to its rightfnl nature, attacks and
eats both the blades and the soft kernels of growing corn. The insect is shown in
the accompanying figure, No. 43.
It also eats plant lice, and by so doing more than repays its injuries wrought.
SILVANUS SURINAMENSIS Linn.
A very common insect that occurs in stored grain of various kinds is that known
by the above name. It is a small brown beetle about one-eightb of an inch in
length, and is characterized by having its thorax toothed along the sides, while
the top is provided with grooves and intervening ridges. Both the mature insect
and its larvlC feed upon the grain. This insect also attacks a large nllmher of
other substances. It is especially troublesome to dried fruits, seeds, grains, tobacco, and other similar suhstances. There are also two additional species of the
genus which have been known to feed upon corn. They are
~ILVANUS

CASSIlE Reich., and

SILVAxes ADVENA Waltl.
Both of these have similar hahits with the 8urinameusis, hence need not be described separately. All three of them can be destroyed by the use of bisulphide
of carbon in the manner described for several other stored grain pests.
TYPIHEA FU)IATA Linn.
This is another small beetle that has been found on several occasions to attack
Indian corn. It works upon the grain as do the preceding species, hut works upon.
it while in the stack, where it has been taken in company with the Sih,(I1111" (II/vena.
No renledy is given in this case, for the reason that none is known.
Ips FASCIATUS Oliv.
This beetle, which is shown in the accompanying figure, bas
been known to do considerable injury to sweet corn in Minnesota. It bas also been obserYe,l here in Kebraska on different
occasions to eoter the tips of growing ears-espceial1y such as·
had been previously attacked by the Corn-Ear worm. As tbe
insect nsually feeds upon decaying wgetahle matter in preference to that which is periect we need not fear much injury
from it, only as the beetle might incidentally lol1ow the work
FIG. 44..-lj,sfu!iciutu,,:
jmngo and lana. of some other species.
[AfLer I'liCkllrd.]
The beet e is shining black with four yellowish spots upon.
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the wing covers. It is quite Yariable, both in the size and shape of these markings
as well as in stature, but will average nearly one-fourth of an inch in length.
TENEBRIOIDES lIIACltITANICA Linn.
A reference to Fig. ,15 will give the reader some idea of the general appearance
of the members of a small group of insects that fre(luently infest granaries, where
they feed upon stored grain to some extent at least.
These insects can be described briefly as "oblong, somewhat depressed or flattened heetles, of a hlack or reddish-black color," which are usually found under
the bark of dead trees. The one figured is of an average size. While feeding to
Borne extent upon grain and grain products, most of the species are carnivorous in
their habits. Evidently these species found in granaries, corn cribs, and even on
ears of corn while on the stalks, and on the ground in fields; abo live to some extent upon the larvre of other insects.
TENEBRIOIDES DUBIA Mels.
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FIG. 45.-Ten(brioides corticalis: a, larva; b, beetle.
ter Hiley. I

[Af-

WIHE-WOInfS.
The insects which bear the aboye name are very prominent among the farm pests
belonging to this class of animal life. Professor COUlstock, one of Our best authorities on the subject of insect depredations, bas the following to say of this group
of insects:
"Wire-worms occur in all parts of our country; there is hanlly a cultiYated
plant that they do not infest; and working as they do bene:tth the surface of the
ground, they are extremely ditlicult to reach and destroy. Xot only do they infest
a great variety of plants, but they are very liable to attack them at the mo...;t susceptible period of their growtb, before they have attained sutlieient ,ize and strength
to withstand the attacks; 'lUd often seed is destroyed before it has germinated.
Thus fields of corn or other grain are ruined at the outset."
Prof"ssor Comstock in another plaee writes of these insects: "In our studies of
the lite-history of wire-worms au interesti~ point was determi ned. which is of
some practical importance, and will therefore be mentioned here. Wire-wllTms
live for several years in thl' worm or larval state. When the worms are grown
they change to pupre. This takes place in the species that eommonly lllfests field
crops eluring the summer. The pupa state lasts only a short time, the in'C'd as·
suming the adult form in the latter part of the summer. But, strange to say, although the adult state is reached at this time. the insect remains in the tell in the
ground in which it has undergone its transformetion till the following spring,
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nearly an entire year. 'Vith most insects only a very short time is required, after
the change from the pnpa to the ~\([ult state, to allow the body to hHrden, and the
insect to become fittecl for active life. Bnt in this case the quie~cent pcriod after
the aclult form is ]'('ached is not only of long dnration, but appears to be necessary
to the life of the insect; for in every case where the soil in the breeding cages was
disturbed after the insects had transformed, the beetles perishecl in the soil. The
Qnlv way in which we have been able to rear ac tive adults has been to leave the
soil in the breeding eages llnclisturhed from mid~llmlller till the following spring.
.. ThiS experience clearly indicates that by fall plowing ,ve can destroy the
beetles in the soil, and thus prevent their maturing and dCl'osi Ling eggs the following :--pring."
..
These wirc-worms are qnite common in :-iebraska, as well as in other portions of
the conntry. They are the young of the insccts popularly known as "dick-beetles,"
"'sllapping-beetles~" and" skip-jacks," SCi COllllllon pyerywhere.
TI,cse wire-worms are rather hard, smooth, cylindrical larnu of a light brownishyellow or straw-yellow color. They live, as a rule, in the ground. where they feed
l.1P0!l the roob of various plants. In the case of corn, they somctimes bore into the
root, or they eat away the small Ilhrons rootlets, and in that manner cause the
plant to shrivel up and die. 'Vire-worms are said to be rather long-lived, some of
thun remailling in that stage for se"eral years, as stated ahove.
AGlllOTES l\L\KCCS

Ray.

Our commonest species in corn fields is the one known to entomologists by tLe
above name. The beetle is a small, short, thick beetle, measuring about thleetenths of an inch in length and is of a dark brown color, covered with dirty yellowish ~ray hairs, which are arranged in rows upon the wing covers.
,A(;j(iOTES l'UBESCEXS

;\lelsh.

LJR,\<I ElllliS DORSALIS

Say,

is another species of "click-beetle" thut is very
COlllmOll in corn fielcls. This latter insect is of about
the same size as the preceding and is of a testaceous
<:0101', marked along the middle of the thorax and
across the wing covers with hlack.

The insect which is fignre,! herewith (Fig. 46, a, the
larv:t, h, the heetle) is even more COlllmon than either
Dr thc pH'ceding; but instead of working so mllch in
a
b
"''''' fields IS more of a grass insect. The line hefIG 41i.-The commOll Snnppingtween tho larva ant! heetle indicate·s the lellgtb of the uel'Lle (.lItlmUlI"s c,,,nnw,,I,): ".
latter, ,,-hich is usnally of a dull hrown color. This larva; b. !>cetle. [Original.]
is one of the few insects of the family that is attracted by lights at night, and
otten enter houses.
MELA"OTUS CHlBULOSUS

Lee.

Still another of these wire-worm

insect~

that h,IS been taken in corn fields.
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As remarked above, fall plowin~ will be beneficial by destroying the immature
beetles in their cells. Another method which will undoubtedly prove of sotUe
value in checkin~ the ravages ofthese insects, is trapping the beetles in spring be_
tore tbey have deposited their eggs. This has been successfully accomplished in
Kew York state by l'rofessor Comstock, from whose writings I have already quoted
considerably.
"The results of our efrorts to trap wire-worms were very differeut from what we
had expected. A few were taken in traps baited with sweetened dough, not
enough, however, to be of much practical importance. But to our surprise, large
numhers of cliek-heetles were taken. This at once opelle,! a new line of investi~a
tion. If it is possihle to trap and destroy the heetles heti)re they have laid their
eggs, we have at our command a much more effectual method of preventing the
ravages of wire-worms than by destroyin~ the larv,c after they arc partially grown.
* * * Of the substances used as baits. dover attraeted by far the larger number 01 beetles. It should be noted in this connel:tion that a neighboring field, separated from ~he coni field only hya lane, is a clover-mcadow. The average distance of anI' traps from the meadow was less than ten rods. It is a matter to be
questioned whether the beetles spread from the eJover tield, or whether the proximityof this field lessened the number in the corn field on account of the ~!;Ieater
attraetions of thc clover. The clover baits were small bunches, about one-quarter
pound weight, of freshly cut dover."
That this method of trapping is leasible, can be judged from the fact that Professor Comstock took over 50! of the beetles in a single night in twenty-four trapstin pie and cake dishes placed in the field above ground.
tiITUIlREPA PANICEA

Linn.

This is another of the small reddish-brown beetles that often attacks stored
grain. It measures ahout one·eighth of an inch in length, and its larva is a bare,
thick, "grub-worm" like afr,tir. It also is a somewhat general feeder- being found
sometimes as a museum pest. It can be destroyed by the use of bisulphide of carblm as directed for several other species of similar habits.
APHOnIUS MTTULE:-ITUS

Hald.

Given in this connection on the strength of its having been taken in Missouri
while feeding upon grains of corn contained in cow-dung. Not to be considered
injurious.
THE HOSE CHAE'En

pJacl'odacty[u.' subspinosus Fabr.)

The insect which bears the above name has become one of our most generally distributed inj llrions insects of the country. Like many of the others, it is also a
very general feeder. As a corn insect, it works only in the mature stage.
This species has been treated very fully by Prof. C. V. Hiley in the April nllInber
ofInsect Life (Vol. 11., PI'. 2lJ5-3IJ2, HllJO); also by Prof. J. B. Smith, in a special
bulletin issued from the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station. The following account of the insect is taken mostly from the article by Prof. Hiley:

276

NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
NATURAL HISTORY.

The natural history of this insect can he briefly stated as follows: "According to
Harris, the femal" beetle lays her eggs, to the number of about thirty, about the
middle of J nly, at a depth of from one to two inches beneath the surface of the
ground. He ooes not state the favorite place for oviposition, hut in our experience
the larVal are especially ahundant in low, open meadow
land or in cultivated fields;
particularly where the soil is
light and sandy.
Harris
states that the eggs hatch in
about twenty days, alld, while
the period will vary with the
tenlperature, the larva is
found fully grown during the
<5 autumn months. With the
approach of cold weather it
works deeper into the ground,
but in the spring will frequeutly be found near the
~ surface or under stones and
other similar objects, where
it lorms a sort of cell in which
FIG. 47.-The Rose Beetle (J[ncrodaclyl1ts Sll'''plnosus). n, t t l
fi
female beetle. b, c, d, e,f, and g, outlme figllres ShOWlll~
character at the -exes, etc.-all elllar"ed [After RIley.]

0

pupa e.

n

con nement

the pupa state has lasted from
two to four weeks. The perfect beetle issues in the New ElIgland states about
the second week of June, while in the latitude of Washington it is seen about
two weeks earlier. It appears
suddenly in great numbers,
as has often been observed
and commented upon. but this
is in conformity with the habits of other Lamellicorn boetles, e. g., our common Maybeetles (LachrlOwlfrna), and
this habit is still more marked
in certain species of Hoplia
ano fierica. It remains active
a little over a month, and then
soon disappears. The species
prOduces, therefore, but one
annual generation, the time of
the appearing of the beetle Fl(;. 48.-The Ro.e Beetle (~[ncrod"clylnssllb,<pino8Us): a,
grown larva, ~d(le view; b. head of larYll, front view;
in greatest abundance being full
e, left mandible of jaw of Inn"a from belo\\'; f, pupa, below-all
magnified. [.Uter Riley.]
coincident with the flowering
of the grape vine."
DISTRIBUTION.

This beetle occurs from the New England states westward to the eastern foothills of the Rocky monntains, anti is found from the Indian territory northward to
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the British Possessions. lts greatest numbers, however, are to be found near till'
Atlantic coast in Maryland, Delaware, and New .Tersey, where horticulture ant!
farming have been carried on for many more years thau farther to the westward. It
is also spreading to some extent into new regions.
EXE1rIES AKD RE1IEDIES.

Unless they appear in too great lIumbers the beetles can be destroyed to sonl!)
extent hy the use of London purple and Paris green. They can also be gathered
by beating the plants upon which the.v have congregated over an inverted umbrella
and afterwaI'(ls destroyed. The larvm are more difticult to reach, hut over small
areas can be destroyed by drenching the surface with the kerosene emulsion and
allowing it to soak in. Both the imago and the larva are eagerly devoured by a
numher of birds, and domestic fowls are remarkably expert in the art of getting
away with the beetles. Reptiles and some of the smaller mamma],; are also very
fond 01 them; while many a one is killed by Carabid beetles.
"MAY-BEETLES."

(Lnc1/1W8terna.)

The common May-beetles,
Lachno8trrna /1I8cn, and allies,
areamongtbe most troublesome
ofall insect pests with which the
agricultulist has to deal. Here
in the west these large and
voracions insects are e<l nally as
numerous upon the prairies as
they are iu the vicinity of timher. In t:lCt, they appear to be
eV'en more plentiful abollt new
farms than old oues, because
the trec-growth on th .. e newly
culti vared grounds is so scant
that a moderate nUIll her of the
beetlcs will very quickly enFIG. 49-The Common ~[ay-heetll' (!.nc!lIwslcrna jllsea): tirely strip off the leaves, while
1, thl' pupa; :2.1 be llirya 01' white i,!;rtlb ill it,:.; ground
h
II
k b t
l'ttl
cell; ;-l and 4, the oedle, side and dllrsal views. [After t ey wou ( ma'e u very 1 e
RilPy.]
show if workin~ on the foliage
of trees of moderate or large size. All of these May-heetles are nocturnal in their
hahirR and feed while we are aRleep; and during dny-time lie hidden llway in the
ground, where thpy burrow during early morning. only to come forth again the
following evening to continue their destrnetion among our fruit, shade, and forest
trees.
One 01 theRe beetles (Lachnostel'lIa Jusca) is represented in Fig. 49, where the
pupa, ]lIature larva or grub, and the imago are all shown natural size.
TheRe dil1erent sjlecies of May and June beetles are usually about the Rizc of the
one shown iu the accompanying fi/!;urc, though somc are larger and others Rmaller.
They are mahogany-brown or yellowish-hrown in color, and either smooth or
Illighth roughened; and some of them have a covering of short hairs, among which
are scveral longitudinal rows of longer ones upon the elytra, whilc a few are more
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ur less pruinose-i. c., covered with a bluish-white powdery-like substance similar
to that coverin;! ripe or nearly ripe phIms.
So commou and destructive are these insects (Jusca and allied forms) throughout
the country that, next to the Colorado Potato-beetle, Chinch-bug, Codling-moth,
Hocky Mountain Locust, and a few oLhers of our lllost injurious insects, they have
received more attention than most of our insect pests. Their work as Ce,rn enemies
i~ done chieJ.!y in the grub state, although much injury is also committed by the
beetles themselves to young corn.
LIFE-HISTORY.

The life-history of this beetle has been given in the
following summary by Professor Hiley (First Heport Insects of Missouri, p. 157): ., Soon aftcr pairing, the
female beetle creeps into the earth, especially wherever
the soil is loose aud rough, and after deposi tiug her
eggs, to the number of forty or fifty, roies. These hatch

c
FIG. .sO.-\Vhite Grub Parasite:
of larva; c, larva; <I, COCOOll.

tr

imago; b, head
[After HLey.]

G,

in the course of a month, and the grubs, growing slowly,
do not attain full size until late summer of the second
year, when they construct an ovoid chamber, lined with
a gelatinous fluid, change into the pupa (see Fig. 49,1),
and soon after into heetles. Thpse last are first white,
and gil the parts solt, as in the pupa, and they freq nently remain in the earth for weeks at a time, until
thoroughly hardened, and then on some favorable night
in May they rise in swarlll~ and Jill the air. It is very
probable that unoer fa\"()rable conditions some of the
gruhs become pupa~, and even beetles, the fall subsequent
to their second spring; but gruwing torpid on approach
of winter, remain in this state in the earth, and do not
quit it any ~ooner than those tran~formed in the spring.
On this hypothesis, their being occasionally turned up in
thc fresh beetle state at fall plowing becomes intelligihle."
From this summary then we are led to believe that the
grub or larval state lasts more than a year-a long time
wben we take into consideration the comparatively
short life of the beet1p, th .. adual life of which, after it
bas once left the grouIld, is but a few days-not more
FIG. 51.-White Grub Fungus.
tban two weeks, and oftener less.
[After Hiley.]
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On account of their underground life the laTYm or grnbs of the May-beetles are
very difficnlt to reach and destroy. They are not ,vithout their natural enemies,
l)Oth vertebrate and invertebrate, and the majority of them are thus destroyed between the time of hatching from the eggs aud issuing as beetles. A large number of
our birds are especially fond of the fat grubs, and can be seen industriously following the plow as it turns them up with the fresh loose soil. All kind, of domest ic
fowls eat them gree(llIy, while hogs iudu-triously search Jor them by rooting over
the ground where they occur in abundance. Mice, shrews, moles, ground squirrels,
lind skunks are also remarkably Jimd of both the grubs and beetlcs. Among their
insect enemies the wasp known as Tiphia inornrtla S,IY is the greatest. This insect
is shown in its several stages in Fig. 50. The larva of this black or bluish-blaek
wasp attacks and destroys the grubs, after whieh it spim a pale brown elongatfd
silken cocoon of the kind so frequently dug np when working the gl'ound, and
transforms to the pupa state, and later to the perfect fly. During the spring of
1889, here in the city of Lincoln, these May-beetles were attractec1 to the electric
lights by thousands, as were also two large black ground beetles, Calosol1!ll e,der" 1111I
and C. luguu,-e, in moderate numbers. These latter beetles would pounce upon"
May-beetle as it lay floundering upon the walk under the lights, as a cat would
upon a mouse, and very quickly kill and partly devour it.
The grubs are also frequently attacked and destroyed by a peculiar whitish
fungns. This fnngus issues near the head of the grubs and occasiona1ly attains a
length of three or fonr inches, when it has near the appearauce of the accompanying illustration (Fig. ,51).
Many of the beetles cau be destroyed hy jarring the trees over sheets and
gathering them as they fall, after which they can be drowned in boiling water
or thrown into the fire and burnt. Other methods can be devised by those who
have the insects to fight-circumstances, of course, directing these forays against
the enemy.
THE INDIAN CETONIA.

(Euphoria inda Linn.)

This beetle which is figured herewith (Fig. 52) is a ,"cry common insect in all parts of the country to the eastward of the great
plains. It is one of our earliest spring \'isitors, and may often be
seen flying about in sheltered locali ties herore the snow has entirely
disappeared from the more open places. It is very frequently seen
here in Nebr,<ska duriu~~ early April, as it skims over the surface
FIG. 5l.-The ]n. a foot or two aho\'e the earth, produeing a bnzzing noise very
dian ('e'onia similar to that made by a bumble bee. When flying this and
(Euphoria inaa). ot1ler mell1uers
L !0 ' t I le snl)-Iaml
"J
h
Iytm the
y,'illS t ea d 0 f l'ft'
1 Illg tee
wings are merely thrust out at thc sides.
All of the Cetonini are lovers of flowers, and also of the sweet juices of pl:l11ts
of various kinds. This beetle is therefore quite injurious to diD'erent kinds of ripe
fruits upon which it gathers in large numhers, often entirely devouring aPides,
peaches, and pears. It is also a CORN insect here in the west, feeding upon the
ends of the ears while still soft. I have also taken many of the beetles upon 1 he
trunks of apple and other fruit trees, where they had gathered about" l>leeding "
<
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wounds pro,luccd by wind-brcaks or pruning. Just what the lan-al habits of this
heetle are I do not know, I>ul I have taken the beetle on several occasions from
ant's nests in company with 10'". hil'fipes, which latter I baw' never taken anywhere
else.
REMEDY.
The beetle should be gathered and destroyed at all times and places; for, should
its larval habits be such as to permit of its increase in great numbers, it can become
a dangerous pest.
THE TnE-HoRNED l'RIONUS.

(Prionus imbricorm:, Fabr.)

A large long-horn boring larva, like the one figured berewith, has been reported
as working in the roots of Indian corn. Tbat the insect may be recognized and
guarded against I present herewith an account of tbe Broad-necked Prionus, a

FIG. 5:3.-The Broad-necked Prionus (Pt/onus {ai/colli.'); Jarva.

[After Riley.]

closely allied species, with similar habits. It is shown in the larval. pupal, and
imago stages in Figs. 53,54, and 55, respectively, all natural size. In color the
lan-a is yellmvish-white, with its small horny head reddish-brown. Tbe pupa is
also light colored, while the beetle is dark mahogany-brown, inclining to black in
some spccimens.

Hroad-nccked Prionu.:
[After JUIcy.]

FIG. 5 i.-The

pupa.

FIG. 55.-Tlle Broa(l-l11'cl~ed Ilrionus;
beetle, felliale. [After Hiley.]

The larne of this and allied species bore in the roots of the plants which they
injure; and it is supposed that they are three years attaining their gr~wth. Tbese
horers, althou:-,:h so very large, often work upon roots smaller than their own diameter, and in consequence are often plowed up in breaking prairie.
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These underground borers are the most difficult of all our insect enemies to fight,
and must be dealt with singly; in other words, each larva must be searched for
and destroyed. Happily for us the insects are not very numerous, and hence
rarely become a pest. Their presence can quite readily be detected by the sudden
-death of the plants which have been attacked. It also destroys young apple trees,
{)sage orange, and other seedlings growing in rows, which it follows and takes oue
after the other.
THE CORN-RoOT WORM.

(Diabrotica longicornis Say.)

An insect that promises to become a pest in the near fnture in this and adjoining states, if it continues to increase as rapidly during the succeeding two or
three years as it has in those past, is what is known as the Long-horned Diabrotica
(Diabrotica longicornis Say), Fig. 56. This beetle is quite closely related to the
eommon striped Squash-beetle (D. vitatta), that works upon the S(luash, cucumber,
and melon vines, the perfect insect feeding upon the leaves and young fruit, and
the larva boring into the roots and vines.

I
FIG. 50. - 1'he Corn-Root
\Yorm (Dial)rotica longicOi'llis)-enlllrged. [Original.]

Diavl'otica longicornis; Inrva-gTeatly enlarged.
[After Forbe'.J

FIG. 57. -

FIG. f)S.~Dialll'(jtica

lOrl.pi·

corni",; .P'.lpt---:-8111argcd

rAfter Foroe'.]

There is but a single brood of this Diabrotica annually in this latitude. The
are laid during the latter part of September and first half of October about
the roots of corn, where they remain during winter, and hatch the following spring
in time to attack the young corn when it has attained a few inches in hight. It
continues feeding in the larval stage through June and July, by boring into the
roots and stalk just at or near the surface, and, when numerous, renders the stalk
weak, so as to be easily blown down by wiml storms. The larvm are fully matured
by the last of July or early in August, ",-hen they transform to the pupa, and in a
few days to the imago or beetle stage.

eg~s
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Larl'((.-The Lnvre (Fig. 57). which alone do the damage. when filII grown, measure about one-half of an ineh in length. are whitish, slender, of nearly (qual
diameter throughont, and remind one not a little of some kinds of maggots or fly
larva'). They are not I'ery active, and for the most part either hore directly into
the hernt of the plant, or else work among the small lateral roots. The pupa, which
is also whitish, but shorter thall the f'till grown larya, is inactive. and remains
among the soil nbout the roots until it tr'll1Si(lrmS to the imago. The larval aUlI
pupal stages of the present species are yelY similar to these of the next, which is
figured in all its stages of growth.
Il1laf!o. -The parent of thi, worm is a rather slender, pale-greenish, ohlon£( beetle,
about one-sixth of an inch in length. Its eyes are black; the antenll,e. or feelers,
are ahout equal to the body in length, also greenish. The thorax is sub'jundrate,
slightly narrm\'est in front, with two impressed spots place!l hehind its middle.
The elytra, or lwrny wings. are irregularly pnnctured, and have their sutnre and
outer margiu somewhat embrowned.
The beetles are to be found upon various flowers during the fall months. The
present fall (1888) they were especially numerous upon the hlossoms of the various
compo,ihc, and last year in Illiuois they were very numerons upon the blossoms
of huekwheat durin'! the month of A ugust. Late in the fall, after having laid
their eggs, they al,o o~.cur upon the stalks of corn, where they creep down among
the leaves for shelter.
HIQIEDY.

This insect has thns far been found working only on corn, hence the remedy that
at once suggests itself is the simple rotation of crops, where that can he followed.

a-

FIG. 59.-The 12-spottcd Diabrotica. [Insect Life.]

As the eggs are laid in the fhl], the insect is necessarily restricted the follo'IVing
year in its larval stage to fields occnpied by corn the year before. Should other
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crops from those upou whidl the larval feed ocr upy these fields, they (the larue:
would naturally perish of starvation.
THE TWEL \'E-SPOT rED SQUASH BEETLE.

(DialJl'otica ];:-punctrtla

Oli\'.)

This common insect, which all will at once recognize by reference to the aCCOll!panying illustration (Fig. 5n) of the beetle, has of late years come to Ill' known as
a dangerolls corn pest. It works in a similar manner with the long-horned
species above described; but, being a llluch mOl:e general fceder, with a ,vider distribution, may become a still more dangerons enemy than is that inseet. The 12spotted beetle is also known to be douDle-hrooded, while iOI/I!icomis is only singlebrooded, which renller,.; thc insect at once capable of hei'oluing a more formidahle
pest to handle. Thi,.; is true of it on acconnt of its heing alile to lay its ('~gs about
the young corn in spring by aid of its hibernatirlg as a perfect inser·t. while its
ally ean only trust to the fnture care of its offspring by placing its egg., abollt the
matnring corn stalks of the year. Two dipterous parasites have been bred from
this insect-oue from the larva and pupa, and the other from the heetle Tire
species h·ls heen earefully studied and written up by Prof,'''sor C. V. Hi'ey (Jnsee(
Life, IV, PI" 104-108), aud by Prof. H. Garman (Psyche, Febr. and l\l clr, 1891.)
THE PALE-COLORED FI.EA-BEETLE.

(SystcllII billllda lIIels.)

This small, pale-colorerl Jit-a-beet!e. which is shown
in the accompanying illustriltion (Fig. (jo). has a
rather wide range over the United States. It is found
in the New England states, and thence westward to
the Dakotas, from which latter point it is exceedingly
common southward and westward to California and
Arizona.
It is very variable in its color as well as in its
sculpturing, some specimens heing almost black,
while others are nearly yellowish-white, the color of
the vitJ~ or st ripes of the elyJra. The insect also
varies greatly in the amount and manner of its punctuation, from specimens in which this is deep and
coarse to others that are alm04 smooth and glossy.
Its mode of attack is very similar to that of several
FIG. I)).-The Pale Flea.beetle others of our smaller Jlea-II('etles, i. c, it gnaws the
(,S'y,I"", blmuia.) [Origina!.]
leaves of the pJanJs npon which it feeds full of holes,
upon either the upper or lower ,ide. This is done in tire beet by tile insect eating
away the outer parenchyma of the leaf, not reaching quitc through, aIll] therehy
leaving the plant with a blister-like appearance, similar to those all'ected by H,nw
of the diseases known as Leaf-spot or Leaf-bli;!ht.
Reports state that this Jlea-beetle has frequently been quite destrnctive to growing corn, whole fields of this crop having been stripped of the leaves and leaving
the bared stems standing.
OTHER FOOD PLANTS.
Unlike many of its allies the Pale-colorell Flea ·beetle is quite promiscnous in
its food habits. It has been known to inelude in its bill of fare many of our ,veeds,
such as the Amarantus, Chenopodium, Purslane, etc., while among cultivated ones
the beet, white clover, corn, and strawberry have been recorded.
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REMEDIES.

Lnder the head of remedies against this flea-beetle can be mentioned the kerosene
emulsion, and the arseni("al sprays. The former has been tried by seyeral of our
correspondents with apparently good results. One of them at least wrote that the
kerosene emulsion worked perfectly, and that none of the beetles were to be seen
the next day. If the emulsion did not kill them it at least drove them away,
which is nearly as good. ] f the insects continue to appear and to attack the
plants after the appli("ation of the emulsion, and it is not intended to use the tops
for stock food, the arsenical spray will be effectual in their removal. No parasites
were observed to attack this beetle, nor was it found among the insects containfd
in the stomachs of birds which have been examined here at the station to ascertain
their food habits. This does not, however, prove that it is not eaten by the feathered tribe.
THE BRASSY FI"EA-BEETLE.

(Cltretocnemapulicaria Mels.)

So named from the general hronzyor brassy color of entire surface, a small,
slightly oblong, oval flea-beetle that measures about one-sixteenth of an inch in
length. It has been observed on several occasiens to do considerable injury to corn
in lIlinois hy riddling the leaves with holes. This beetle occurs from Pennsylvania to Colorado and southward.
THE EUROPEAN MEAL Womr.

(Tenebrio moli/or Linn.)

The ordinary meal worm is too well known to require a lengthy description
here. Every housekeeper has seen both the parent beetle and its larvle. Packard
states of this insect in his Gu ide to the Study of Insects: "Tenebrio molitor Liun.,
the meal worm, is found in all its stages about corn and rye meal; it is sometimes
swallowed with food. * * * The larva is about an inch long, cylindrical
smooth, and glossy, with the terminal segment semicircular, slightly serrated od
the edges, and terminated in a single point." These
heetles also gather in large numbers in granaries and
corn crihs, where tbey feed upon the stored gmin; especially are they to be found in these places if they are
not rain-tight and the grain becomes wet and rots.
The beetles have become thoroughly" domesticated"
and are seldom lound away from the hahitations or storehouses of man. They are nocturnal and move about after
nightfall, when they can often be seen flying and creeping about the walls of buildings which they enter when'FIG. 61. - TendJrio obscurus: a, ever an opportunity is presented. In houses they soon
lar'va; b, pupa; C, beetle,
natural size. [After Riley.] seek out the pantry and attack all kinds of flour and meal.
THE AMERICAN MEAL WOHiU.

(Tenebrio obscltrus Fabr.)

Very similar to the above is a second species of meal worm. This latter, a native of America, is darker colored than the European insect and of the same size.
Our insect is less numerous also than the foreigner, but its habits are the same.
It is shown herewith (Fig. 61) in its different stages of development.
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Meal worms are very retiring in their nature, and feed and breed only in
dark retreats where they are seldom disturbed. To prevent their increase ahout
mills and such other places where their Jood occurs these should be kept well
lighted and cleaned. No heaps of rubbish should be left to lie about ullller which
the beetles and larvre could gather, while flour and meal bins should be made
tight and kept closed during n:ght-time when the insects are moving about.
BLISTER-B~;ETLES.

(Epicauta, etc.)

Quite prominent among the insects that destroy the beet here in the west ant
several species of moderately large soft-bodied beetles that are popnlarly known as
blister-beetles. Two of these insects are shown in Figs. 62 and 63. As a rule they
are quite partial in their food habits to the various kinds of plants belonging to

FIG. 62.-The Striped Blister-beetle (Epicauta t'ittlta). [Original.]

Black Blister-beetle (Epicauta pennsylvanica). [Original.]

FIG. 63.-The

the pulse family (Legumino,m;). Nevertheless a number of them have the habit of
forsaking them for a large variety of other pl~nts, and especially do they appear to
relish garden plants.
Like other inset'ts that occur over a rather wide scope of country, and that must
necessarily be subjected to great variations of climate, altitude, and abundance or
lack of the proper food supply during their period of development, these insect<l
vary greatly in size as well as in color among the different individuals of the same
species, some of them being fully double the size of others.
As a rule, these blister-beetles are gregarious in their habits, and feed in company-sometimes by the thousands. When they gather npon any particular plant
or plants they are not long in finishing such portions of it as they can devour.
Juiey plants are special favorites of theirs at times, while at other times these are
passed by and they seem to prefer just the opposite qualities in their food plantsjust as they are in their comings and goings, so they are in the selection of what
they subsist upon as mature insects. They come and go mysteriously, sometimes
only as a few stragglers, but more frequently in large swarms. One year they pre-
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fer one foon plant, and another y~ar another; so that th~y will include most of our
plan ts in their bill of fare inside of a dozen years.
'Vhile th~se insects are both interesting ann somewhat of a mystery to ns as
beetles, they are much more so in their preparatory stages. In treating our common gray sp~eies (Epieau/a cinerea) as a tree defoliator, some spaee was devote<l to
the diseu,.,ion of its early life-history along with that of other species. Since we
will al ways be more or less troubled with these insects as beet, corn, and other
crop pests, I will repeat what I wrote there. *
"These hii,ter-bet'!I~s are among our most interesting forms of insect life, both
us regards their lite-histories and their economie importance; and it is quite difficult
for us to decide whether their existeuce is really more of a benefit than a detriment to llS,or vice /'N·a. They appear during the months of .Julle and .July, and
are hoth diurnal and uocturnal in their habits. Prof. C. V. Hiley, who has been
our most energetic Americnn entomologist in working out the life-histories of these
insects of economic importance, puhlished an account of the life-histories of the
present and the two other species of the same genus on pages :'!)7 to :lO:2 of the
First Heport of the United States Entomological Commission. In that work he
shows how t he eggs nre laid, hatch, and the young larvm, which at first are very
active. search lor locust or grasshopper eggs upon which they feed. The life-history of
these little t riungulins, a~ they arc called, is an interesting one as portrayed by that
author. but not more so t han are thc succeeding stagcs through which the sarne insect
must pass before it can issue into the world asa full-grown blister-beetle. Were it
not for the lack of space, I would quote thc author's paper entire. Those who would
like to read the a"COllllt for information can do so by referring to the above named
report. In writing a report upon some work that I did for the United States Entomological Commission during the summers of 1880-1 in the northwest, the following language was used:t
"'Until quite recently, the larval habits of our various hlister-beetles were but
little understood. Since the rescarches of the commission, however, the preparatory stages of many insects, which had hitherto heen shrouded in mystery, have
b6en ascertained lor the first time. Among thcse \\ere thosc of quite a nnmber of
the Jfeloidx. It has been ascertaincd that they feed UpOIl the eggs of locusts, and
especially those of C. -'pre/us (the Migratory Locllst). This. then, accounts for the
great numhers of these insects that are found in all the leading locnst areas of the
west and northwest, especially in the lattt·r district. Hiley has shown in the report
for 1878 and 1879 t the peculiar and interesting feature po"essed hy the young of
some of these insects of protracting development one, two, or even more, years,
thereby supplying a new means for the continuation of a species that is dependent
upon uncertainties for its continuation among the living.
'" I have noticed a great number of spccies of these insects hoth in Montana
and Colorado. In Montana they were mostly partial to the Legulllinu8w-Lupinu8,
Astragalus, etc.-some of which, in certain localities, werc covered with these heetIes, and denuded of their foliage, thus furnishing an example of an insect that in
its preparatory stages is parasitic on another, and that, after maturing, lives upon a

~OIllIllOll

• Bulletin No. 14 of the AgriCUltural Experiment Station of Nebraska, PI'. It2-114.
tReport United StateR Entomological Commission, Vol. III, p. 41. [1~83.J
t Report United States Entomological Commi>siou, Vol. II, p. 260; also, American Entomologist, Vol. III, p. 196.

RE1'UIU' UF THE ENTOMOLOGIST.

plant not eaten by the iuseet on which it was a parasite. In this way, then, the
parasitic beetle is not only insured of perpetuating its kind through its capabilityof lying dormant in its impcrfe2t s'ages for an indefinite time if the necessaryamonnt of food is ahsent, hnt also through its choice of food, in its perflct
state, since it lives upon that which the locnst discards.' "
Thus far three of these blister-beetles have been known to attack corn. These
are:

Till, STHIPED BLISTEIl-BEI-:TLE.
TIlE

GilA Y BLISTER-BEKl'LK

'I'll f<: BLACK BLISTf<:R-BEETLE.

(Epicanta vitlata Fabr.)
(Epicautrl cinerm Forst.)
(Epic'lIltll pCIII/"!Jlcanica De G.)
I~EMEDIES.

Considering the usefulness of these insects in their lanaI stage, and their erratic
natnre as beetles, it is a question in 11Iy mind whether or not it would be a wise
thing for us to be too hasty in their destrucrion. Even should they appear ill
great numbers and direct their attention to our CrODS, would it not he the wisest
plan rather to dri ve them away than to kill them? They are very prol:1k hreeders,
it is true, and a very few of the beetles will furuish enough eggs for a vast army of
the beneficial lan~e. It" we have just had a "p;rasshopper year," or there is a
probability of having one, my advice would bc to spare as Illany of the beetles as
possible, at least nntil after the majority of their eggs had been deposited. The
numbers of these beetles is regulated by the amount of food available for the Ianm
and not that of the mature insects. Neither birds nor domestic fowls relish them;
nor is it a safe plan [or persons with soft or delicate hamb to gather and crush the
beetles between their lingers, for, like the" Spanish Fly," these insects are also
"blister" makers when handled. If it becomes absol utely necessary that some
remedy be applied in order to save vegetation from destrudion, and the insects
~annot be driven away by repeatedly beating them off, they can he readily collected
in pans 'or other receptacles containing a little kerosene or hot water. The plants
can also be sprayerl with either London purple or Paris green in the proportion of
four ounces to a barrel of water.
THE hIllRICATED S:-wCT-BEETLE.

(EpicWi"uS illlbricatu8

~ay.)

The accompanying figure (Fig. 64) represents one of the weevils 1,1' snout-beetles
that sometimes attacks varions fruit trees,
the twigs, fruit, and leaves of which it
gnaws
Here in Nebraska this beetle is
_ quite cOllllllon; aud at times, in certain localities, has been known to do considerable
injury to these trees, as well as to a variety
FIG. f>4.-Imbricated ~Ilout·bcctle (Epic".,.",
imbricat1.ls); dorsal und side views. [A1ler of other plants.
Among those plants upon
Riley.]
which it feeds, the following have been
mentioned by difrerent writers: apple, cherry, gooseberry, onion, radishes, cabbage,
beans, watermelons, Illuskmelons, cucumbers, squashes, beets, and potatoes. Here
in Nebraska the species has on several occasions been taken in corn fields, feeding
upon the young corn, when but a few inches in height. At West Point, Cuming

1
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county, it was unusually abuudant in a corn field immediately adjoining; the town
on the northeast, about the year 1876 or 11'077, whcn a considerable part of the field
was den nded by it.
'When numerous, an application of Paris green or London purple will effectually
check them, if used as for the Colorado potato-beetle.
Up to the present time its life-history is not known, nor has it been very regular
in its arrival at all poil~ts within its range each year. It is one of the few of our
insect enemies that comes and goes by starts-sometimes appearing; in great numbers se,-eral years in succession, and then again being allllost entirely absent tor
one or more years-a regular bohemian, as it were.
CORN

BILL-BUGs.

"The snout-beetlcs of the genus Sphenophorus (popularly known to some extent
as" bill-bugs") are gradually rising: to prominence as injurious insects, corn especially suffering from them a serious and often fatal injury, which has long been
known, although but little understood; and as the life-histories and habits of th~
various species are apparently very similar, others than those now known to injur~
agricultural products will probably be added to the list of noxious species. "_.
(Forbes, in 16th Ills. Hept.)

FIG. 65.-Sphcnuphor1ls och-

redS_ [Imect Life.]

FIG. 66.-Sphe/lophorus och-

reus; lurva. [Iu,ectLife.]

FIG. G7.-Root of Seirplls, showing work of Sphenophurus
reliS.

[Imeet Life.]

oc~

Both the beetles and their larVal at times attack corn. The former work upon
the plants above the ground, while the latter attack the roots and bore into the
pith of the lower portions of the plant.
Professor Forbes (loc. sit.) writes of the injuries of these" bill-bugs" as follows:
".As larVal these species live and feed, as far as known, in the roots of grass-lik~
plants, less commonly boring also the lower part of the stem. Grasses with bulb-
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ous roots, like timothy and the club rush, are probahly their more normal breeding
plants. In timothy meadows the hollowing out of the root hulb frequently kills
the plant-if not outright, then the following year. The larger club rush seems to
endure better the attack of the clay-colored bill-bug, as several successive bulbs of
a series are often found excavated, each having given origin to its plant notwithstanding the injury.
"The adults of all the species feed in substantially the same manner, as far as
observed, and inflict a similar injury on the plants they infest. Standing with the
head downward and the feet embracing the lower part of the stalk, they slowly
sink the beak into the plant, using the jaws to make the necessary perforation.
At intervals the head is slowly and regularly rolled from side to side as if to pry
apart the several tissues, and when the soft interior substance of the plant is penetrated, a pause is made to enable the insect to devour the part thus brought within
reach of its jaws. By moving forward and backward and twisting to the right
and left, the beetle will often hollow out a cavity beneath the surface mnch larger
than the superficial injury wonld indicate. Ochreus-Figs. 65, CG, and C7-(and
possibly other species also) elongates the original slit by pulling the head strongly
backward with the compressed beak inserted, thus using the laiter to split the
stem as a boy uses his knife to split a stick. In this way a slit an inch long may
be made in the stalk of corn or head of cane heneath which the softer parts will be
completely eaten out. Our imprisoned beetles, confined with rapidly growing corn
left the lower part of the stalk, as it bardened, and fea at the ti p of the fllant, or
searching out the forming ears, penetrated the husk and gouged out the substance
of the soft cob. The intestines of these beetles were well filled with the solid tissue of the plant, but 1 saw no evidence that they sucked the sap, although it is
not, perhaps, impossible,"
Up to the present time at least eight species of thcse bugs have been ascertained
to attack Indian corn.
THE SCULPTURED Com, SPHEKOPHOllt'S.

(Sp7tenoplwrlls sClllptilis Uhler.)

This beetle has been known to do considerable injury to young corn in some
parts of Nebraska. Unlike the" Imbricated" species, it only occurs upon low
ground near wet places; as, [or example, in the vicinity of ponds, lakes, and
marshes, where there is more or less vegetation of rank growth. Its larvm are
supposed to breed in such localities in company with other species of the genus;
but just what their special food plant or plants are in these locations has not yet
been satisfactorily ascertained. One of the larHe of an allied species is shown in
the accompanying illustration, Fig. (W. Tbe mode of that insect's attack is also
shown in Fig. 67. Since several allied species have lieen definitely ascertained to
breed ill the stems or stalks of corn near the root, it is not at all improbable that
this insect may also frequentl y breed there. The inj ury caused by this weevil has
usually been credited entirely to the mature beetles which work just at or immediately beneath the surface of the ground by puncturing the tender shoots with
their bill or snout. When we take into consideration the fact that most if not all
of the species of weevils with the egg-laying habits, of which we are acquainted,
use the beak for boring a hole for the reception of the eggs, these punctures in corn
may also serve such a purpose to some extent at least. These punctures are also
known to be made while the insects feed.
19
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The accompanying figure (Fig. 68) is a good representation of this beetle, and will serve as a guide for the
identification of several of the allied species that are
also known to inhabit the state. The species has been
repeatedly described hy such authors as Walsh, Riley,
Packard, Glover, Comstock, Lintner, and others, and
c hence will receive but a cursory notice here. It is dull
black, sometimes covered with a grayish matter adherFIG. GS.-Sculptured Corn
ophenophorm (Sphenopl,o- ing to its upper surface. The thorax and wing-covers
rU8 seulpillis. [Atter Riley.]
are sculptured as shown in the figure, which is somewhat enlarged-the line between the two showing actual size, and that on the right
showing plan of the sculpturing of the wing-covers.
In some parts of the Unit err States this insect has been exceedingly common,
causing a great deal of injury to the corn crop. Its usual method of attack is to
puncture the tender shoot just at or below the surface of the ground; but when
numerous, and as many as irolll five to twd ve specimens attack a single hill, the
entire plant is said to he eaten to the root. Especially is this said to be the case
when the corn iF! hut a few days old. Later the puncturing is the typical mode of
attack. The injury by the beetle sometimes continues far into the month of June.
Other species of thc genus SphenojJho1"U8 breed in the stems of the cocklebur and
ambrosia, as well as in those of somc of the sunflowers.

1

l{E~[EDIES.

As a remedy against this curculio or snout-beetle it has been suggested that
where the aitack is limited to small areas the application of a hanclful of sand saturated with kerosene around each of the hills will effectually rid the field of them,
rains carrying the oil down into the soil and killing the beetles. If not, then a careful hand picking will be necessary. As a rule these attacks upon corn are made
at such times when their natural habitats on low grounds are overflown or inundated during wet springs.
Should the eggs be discovered in the punctures in the stalks these latter should
be pulled up and carried from the field and destroyed. Likewise, if it is ascertained that the insect actually does breed in the stems, the roots should be destroyed in fall by burning in order to kill the pupm and hibernating beetles. As
yet the species is not a confirmed corn insect, but we cannot tell how soon it will
become such-finding, as it will, that this crop is annually at hand for it to work
upou. Then, too, the longer it works upon this plant the more partial will it beeome to it as a food plant. Like all other insects that adopt a new food plant, and
more especially if it be one of the cultivated plants, this beetle is liable to change
its habits to conform with the surroundings belonging to corn fields, instead of
those belonging to low, wet places. Should that be the case then we will certainly have a trouhlesome pest in the Sculptured Snout-beetle. Let us therefore
do all we can to keep its numbcrs within proper limits.
THE OCHRE-COLORED SPHENOPHORl:S.

(SphenopllOl"UB ochrcllB Lec.)

This rather large species is figured herewith (Fig. 65), while its larva and manner of attaCK are shown in Figs. 66 and 67 respect! vely. The species has recently
shown a tendency of leaving its customary food plant, one of the club rushes, for
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Indian corn in portions of Illinois and Indiana. Especially has it worked upon
corn growing on low ground adjacent to swamps.
SPHENOPHORUS PERTINAX Olivo
SPIIESOPHORUS !'LACIDUS Say.
SPIIENOPITOlmS ROBUST US Horn.
SPHEKOPHORUS CAIUOSUS Olivo
SPHEKOPHORUS SCOPARIUS Horn.
SPHEXOPIIOIWS PARVULUS Gyll.
THE GRAIN WEEVIL.

(Calandra granaria Linn.)

This is the true grain weevil, concerning which so much has been written, both
in this and European countries. It is a blackish snout-beetle very similar in form
to the different species of" bill-bugs" mentioned above, but much smaller-being
about oue-fifth of an inch in length. In this country the insect is less corn man
than in Europe, and occurs chiefly in old granaries and corn cribs, where it feeds
upon the stored grain. It attacks both corn and wheat, as well as some of the
other grains. The mature beetles, as well as the larVal, feed upon the grain. As a
remedy, the use ofbisulphide of carbon, as directed under several others of the
species that attack stored grain, will be found very efficient.
THE HlCE WEEVIL.

(Calandra oryzm Linn.)

The insect which bears the name of" Rice Weevil," is naturally an enemy of
that grain, but also attacks corn and wheat. It is distinguishable from the gran(~ria
in having two large red spots on each elytron or wing cover.
HEMIPTERA.
CHINCH-BUG.

(Blissus leucopterlts Say.

Figs. 6!J-70.)

The Chinch-bug, which has become one of anI' most destructive insect pests in
the United States, was first noticed in the state of North Carolina, where, like all
of Our other injurious insects, it acquired its taste for cultivated crops, aUlI began
its attack upon these plants in preference to those growing wild, and upon which
it had probabl.y fed from times very remote. These new food plants being al ways
at hand during the season whcn the bng lays its eggs and the young are growin g
and occurring in vastly greater quantity, of course gave the insect advantages for
rapid increase. The loose soil about the roots of these cultivated plants, too, more
nearly met the requirements necessary for the work of the young than was to be
found upon uncnltivated grounds.
The Chinch-bug was first scientifically described by Mr. Thomas Say, in the year
1831, from a single specimen captured in eiLstern Virginia. He called it Lygmus
leltcoplcrus. Soon after this, and within a few years, its range in injurious numbers
beg Lll to widen, it hwing mlde its ap[le~rance in gr'Lin thld, ill ditferenllo;.:tlitie,
west of the Alleghany mountains.
From the year 1839 forward, its spread in the middle and western states has
been quite regularly noted, until now it is known to occur very nearly from ocean
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to ocean. It is more of a southern insect than a northern one, although it is often
met with north of our boundary line in Canadian territory. While it has been seen
and is now known to be a regular resident along our northern border, its depredations have thus far been confined chiefly south of the forty-fifth degree of latitude.
In speaking of the geographical distribution of this insect, Mr. Howard says:*
"East of the Rocky mountains the Chinch-bug seems to be indigenous, north and

/,

I

FIG. G9.-Chinch·bug",
(Bl/ssui lCHcoplr/"lls);

imago. [After }Wey.]

FIG. 70.-ChillCh-bug: a, b, eggs; c, larva just hatched; e
andf, san1e more advanced; g, pUp,l; h, d, and}, legs
of bug-all enlarged. [After Hiley.]

south, feeding naturally upon various species of wild grasses, and becoming multiplied wherever the cultivation of wheat has reached its original haunts." In the
Rocky mountain region, and over the great interior basin, its presence does not
appear to have been noted and recorded; but that it occurs on the Pacific slope in
the state of California is now a well settled fact. It has been reported from Texas,
Mexico, and the Island of Cuba.
LIFE-HISTORY Al\D HABITS.

The Chinch·bug hibernates in the mature or perfect state, tucked away in various
nooks and crannies and nnderneath all sorts of vegetable debris as well as other
things that offer retreats from the cold and snows of "lVinter. When the "lVarm days
of spring appear, such of the bugs as have" pulled throngh " the long, cold winter,
issne from their retreats and begin preparations for the summer's campaign. The
mature insects are to be seen flying abont during both spring and late fall on bright
sunshiny days-in fall to seek shelter and in spring to seek snitable gronnds for
egg-laying. They also fly dnring the latter part of Jnly and early August, when
preparing for the second brood of young. The mating of the second or last brood
sometimes occurs in fall, especially if the weather is pleasant; but nsually takes
place when the winter quarters are being forsaken. The eggs are then usually
laid upon the roots of the plants chosen by the parent bug to be the food of the
yonn!!'. though sometimes npon the stalks of these just above gronnd. The average
number of eggs laid hy each female has been estimated at about 500. These are
not all deposited at once, but are laid from time to time, during parts of May and
June. Hence the reason for finding young of all sizes at the same time. The time
required for the full development of the winged insect from the egg as laid is close
to sixty days. This being the case, of conrse those bugs hatched from the first eggs
• Bulletin Ko. 17 of the United States Dept. Agri .. Div. Ent.
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will be the first to mature. When the grain has ripened and no longer affords food
for the insects, they must necessarily seek it elsewhere; they must therefore migrate.
These movements are made on foot, and by all, larvlB, pupa, and imagoes, until
they find some plant upon which to feed. This new food plant usually proves to
be corn, foxtail, Hungarian, or millet, thongh frequently various of the grasses,
sorghum, or broom-corn are the plants attacked. Even the weeds of fields are
occasionally resorted to by them, as I have myself observed in this state, and have
been told by others, wild buckwheat being one of these. Upon these grasses and
corn the eggs for the second brood are delJosited-usually tucked in between the
sheath and stalk.
FALSE OR BOGUS CHINCH-BUGS.

While this insect is only too common, and occurs generally throughout the regions mentioned, it not un frequently happens that several other insects are sometimes mistaken for it, and unnecessary alarm caused. The first of these which I
will mention is the False Chinch-bug (Nysius (tngustatns Uhl.), which is shown in

I

FIG./l.-False Chinch-bug
(JYySiIIS angustatlts); ma-

ture

ill:-;ect,

enlarged.

7'l.-PicSiiW cincrea: gre~t
ly enlarged. [After Riley.]

FIG.

FIG. 73.-Negro·bu~ (Coriill~la:na
paliearia); mature insect, en·
larged. [After Riley. ]

[After !{iley.]

Fig. 71. Like the true Chinch-bug. it is widely distributed over the country,
and sometimes does considerable injury to grape vines, strawberries, potatoes,
young apple grafts, and all cruciferous plants. It is exceedingly fond of purslane
weed, and also occllrs plentifully upon various species of smart weed. This bug
also becomes quite numerous during certain years. Another of these false Chinch_
bugs, which is also very widely spread, is the Ash-gray Leaf-bug (Piesma cinerea
Say), which usually occurs upon the foliage of trees. Sometimes in spriog it has
been known to injure the blossoms of the grape. I have very frequently seeo it
upon the" tumble weeds" (Amomnthus) in numbers sufficiently great tu cover them
from top to bottom. The Insidious Flower-bug (Thriphleps -ins-id-iosus Say) is another oft.he bugs frequently mistaken for the" true and only one." This particular insect, however, must be placed among our friends, as it is oue of the few insects
thatdestrovs the species for which it is sometimes mistaken. A fourth one of these
bugs that is a cause of "mistaken identity," is the flea-like Negro-bug (CorimeIrena pnl-iearia Germ.), of which Mr. Howard writes as tollows:*
" Its appearance is more different froUl the Chinch-bng than any of the imects
mentioned under this head, and is plainly shown by the figure. It feeds ahundantly upon the fruit of the raspberry, and punctures also the stems of the straw'Bulletin U. S. Division Entomology, No. Ii, p. 13.
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berry, and the blossoms, leaves, and fruit stems of the cherry and quince. It is
also injurious to certain garden flowers and to certain weeds. * *" This latter
species is well represented in Fig. 73.
ENEMIES OF THE CHINCH-BUG.

The chinch-bug appears to be one of the few of our insect pests that is comparatively free from the attacks of insects and other natural enemies. Among the
Fpecies of predaceous insects known to feed upon insect life, only four of the lady
bugs, one neuropterous, a single beetle, and several hemiptera, have been known to
destroy it. Among the birds the quail stands at the head; while a few ether birds
follow cloFely. A few of the reptiles, as toads, and frogs, also feed upon it, though
rather sparingly.
A mong the parasitic fungi there are at least two species known to attack the insect now under consideration. One of them is very similar to that which is known
to attack the silk lVorm. It is called the JJIicrococcus insectorum, and infests the
alimentary canal. A second of these is the one figured herewith (Fig. 74), where a
Chinch-bug is shown as he appears after having succumbed to this fungus-very
likely an Entomophthora.
Professor Otto LUi!ger, entomologist and botanist for the Agricultural Experiment Station of Minnesota, in giving his experience with this fungus upon the
Chinch-bug, writes as follows: *
"The warm weather continued, and the first generation of Chinch- bugs became
quite numerous and destructive, and the second brood threatened a repetition of
last year's disasters. Oats, rye, wheat, and some grasses were utterly destroyed by
them, and the young and promising corn formed now a standing invitation to the
hungry hordes. To prevent their inroads, all the infested fields and experimental
plots were surrounded by a low board fence, six inches high, and snugly fitting
to the ground so as to prevent insects from crossing under this fence. The
upper edges of the boards were painted from time to time with tar, which prevented
the bugs from crossing. The insects were at this time of all sizes and ages. Adults
of the first brood, eggs, young hatched bugs, and PUPB of the second brood, were
all mixed together, and all were decidedly hungry, as their intense activity
and the swarming armies of famishing bugs plainly indicated. To gatber in this
crop of bugs, round holes about six inches in diameter were drilled in the ground
close to the fence, and as one hole became filled with insects it was closed and another one was opened close by, for the reception of more victims. So matters
worked to our satisfaction, when an unexpected assistant came to help us, making
the structure of more fences unnecessary. The above-mentioned holes were quite
deep, and consequently were always wet, a condition of things not at all suitable
to starving Chinch-bugs, and they soon became unhealthy and weak, thus presenting the best condition for any disease to claim them as its victims. And such a
disease, pro(luced by a fungus, was not slow in making its appearance, as could be
seen by the numerous dead bugs. The margins of all the holes, but chiefly those
more densely crowded with captives, soon became whitened with dead bugs, eushrouded in white mycelial threads and dust-like spores. In fact, in a few days the
upr:er lims of these holes looked as if recently whitewashed. Nor did the disease
• Bulletin No.4, Minnesota Agricultural Experiment Station.
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stop there. On the contrary it spread very rapidly to adjoining fields of timothy,
Hungarian grass, millet, etc. Even the course followed by it from the holes could
be readily recognized for some time by the more or less numerous white spots lelt
in its wake. The fields invaded by the disease afforded, upon closer examination,
a truly edifying spectacle to those not interested in the welfare of the Chinch· bugs.
They looked quite panic stricken, and moved about in a slow and dazed way, figuratively speaking, as if badly scared. And well they might be! The victims of
the disease could be seen everywhere by the thousands. They had been slaugh tered
in all kinds of positions; but they were usually fastened to the blades and stems
of the grass, or to the leaves of young clover. All showed plainly that their last
and strong determination in life had been to hold on as long as possible; their legs
were firmly planted upon the substances where the bug happened to be; others had
only their beaks inserted, and were dangling by them free in the air. But all
showed the characteristic white mycelium threads issuing from the spores of the
disease. The illustration in Fig. 74 shows an enlarged Chinch-bug, with white
threads issuing from its body, and numerous other specimens of natural size killed
by the fungus. Although almost exclusively attacking Chinch-bugs, the disease
was not slow in slaughtering such small flies as found the society of such malodorous companions to their taste. A story with a moral! * * *
"Most, if not all, the Chinch-bugs would have been killed at the experiment
station, if the suitable conditions for this disease had lasted a few days longer. But
the wet spell, prevailing part of the time the disease was playinll such havoc among
the bugs, soon passed, aud was followed by warm and very dry days, which ,oon
stopped any further spread of the disease. But
by artificially producing such conditions, the
disease was kept at work for some time, but
only on a very limited scale. Nor could it be
spread, because in nature such artificial conditions could neither be produced nor maintained on any extensive scale.
"As many parts of the southern portion of
this state were overrun with Chinch-bugs, I
thought that a good opportunity and an inviting field was presented to purposely spread
a disease-an act not usually considered a very
kind one to engage in, and one not to be recommended to physicians. This was exceedingly simple, as all that was necessary was to
gather a number of the diseased bugs, put them
into tight-fitting tin boxes, and mail them to
regions infested by chinch bugs. Arrived at
their destination, the contents of the boxes
could simply be thrown into any field known
FIG. ~4.-Chinch·bng. showing the insect to be infested with such bugs. This was done
as iL appeared when killed by the
fungoid disease; enlarged and natural with specimens of the diseased bugs collected
size. [After Lngger.]
at the experiment station, and eighteen different places in southern Minnesota were thus made centers of distribution for this
disease, and, as it seems, with remarkably good results, as the disease has killed off
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the bugs to such an extent that careful search in a majority of places failed to
produce a single living specimen, whilst the traces of the disease were found
everywhere. The disease spread so rapidly that even corn fields growing near
wheat fields crowded with Chinch-bugs were entirely protected, and no bugs had
entered them in all the places visited by myself."
Professor Snow, of the State University of Kansas, has been very successful in
killing off the Chinch-bug by means of these diseases which he succeeds in spreading over the country in infested regions. A number of reports that have been
printed in the various agricultural and other journals of the country will show how
entirely successful his remedy has proved.
My report made to the United States entomologist upon tbis insect in October'
1887, will perhaps be of some interest here, as in that paper I have given a general
outline of this entire su~ject. It is herewith given in full:
Great and widespread have been the depredations of this repulsive pest, which,
next to the Rocky Mountain Locust, is our most injurious species of insect enemy.
From its depredations alone throughout the drouth-stricken region of the Mississippi and Missouri valleys, during the present season, millions of dollars' worth of
grain have been destroyed, and in several localities actual privation is liable to
follow.
The annexed crop reports, culled from various daily and weekly newspapers published throughout this region, will give a slight intimation of the true state of the
subject under consideration. Still, each region always draws its own afflictions as
mildly as possible, while in speaking of those of a neighboring district they are
liable to be somewbat overdrawn or exaggerated.
About the beginning of the second week in July, rumors of Chinch-bug depredations at isolated localities throughout the drouth-stricken area were first circulating
through the press. A week later these rumors had become substantiated, and it
was definitely known that their distribution and depredations were more widespread and general than was at first supposed; not ouly in this state, but also III
Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, portions of Illinois, Minnesota, and southeastern Dakota.
But not until harvest arrived was the full extent of their depredations known.
Causes of increase.- When the matter is carefully studied and the causes of the
undue increase of this insect are taken into consideration, the wonder is that the
injury was not greater and more widespread than it actually has been. The longcontinued drouth of last year, with large areas of Chinch-bug depredations, followed
by a generally close and severe winter, after which came a warm, dry spring, and
hot, scorching summer; all these favored in the greatest degree the most complete
development of the bug in all its stages. But a comparatively few of its natural
enemies were present, and most of these, too, were species that prefer preying upon
other insects to feeding on the unsavory rebel under consideration, when insects of
any other kind can be found. These predatory species had a plentiful host in the
various specip,s of aphides, leaf-beetles, and such-like other depredators that were
also present in great numbers.
One of the most common and perhaps by far the chiefest of reasons for the large
numbers of the pests that are always ready to take their place whenever the opportunity offers, is the great carelessness prevalent among farmers in general to
" clean up" during late fall and early spring. Especially is this true in portions
of Nebraska, Iowa, and Kansas. The bugs winter among rubbish of all kinds, in
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meado1\'s, along fences, in brush heaps, among fallen leaves, and among the debris
collected by hedges, weed patches, and along the outskirts of groves among the underbrush. But there is no use of my going over these points that have been mentioned again and again by all writers upon the subject.
After the bugs have become a pest, the only effectual remedy is wet, cool
weather. For some reason or other their constitution is not suited to a superfluity
of moisture, nor can they adapt themselves to it. Humidity has the effect of
bringing on disease and final dissolution with them, just as it does with· various
migratory locusts, the only difference being in favor of the locusts. A good, soaking rain, or at most two or three of such, following in the course of several days,
generally ends effectually the most threatening Chiuch-bug devastation; while on
the other hand, a year, or even two, of such weather is sometimes required to entirely obliterate a locust plague.
The question, then, naturally comes up, Can this insect not be materially kept
in check by some other and natural meaus? My answer to this question is, Yes.
To a certain degree this is quite possible, and not nearly so difficult a task as one
might suppose. A good cleaning up and burning of rubbish of all kinds in late
fall, winter, or early spring, will answer the purpose, f'f the work be general, by reducing the number of hibernating insects. Osage orange and all other very brushy
hedges are the most attmctive retreats, and at the same time most formidable retreats t(} master. For my part, I would be in favor of removing these, and replacing them with some other kind not so difficult to keep free from the collecting
debris carried by winds. Uncultivated prairie lands adjoining fields should also be
burned early in spring. The breaking down and burning of corn-stalks in the
spring following a Chinch-bug year will also destroy myriads of the insects that
have hibernated between the leaves and stalks. At other times, however, the
stalks had better be utilized as a fertilizer by plowing under. If covered deeply,
this will be a remedy fully as effectual as if burned. Protect the birds, and above
all the quails, for they destroy countless numbers of hibernating insects of various
kinds that are to be picked up about hedges and such-like resorts frequented by
these birds throughout the year. Although belonging to the granivorous birds,
the quail is essentially insectivorous, except during inclement weather, when insects are not easily obtained. In my profession as taxidermist, I have dissected
many different species of birds in the crops of which were contained injurious insects of various kinds, the Chinch-bug among the others. In no other instance do
I remember of the presence of this insect in the crop of a bird in so great numbers
as in that of the quail. As a rule, but few birds, mammals, reptiles, or rapacious
insects seem to relish any of the odoriferous members of the order Hemiptera or
true bugs. In winter, however, this repugnance is partially overcome, and now
and then even a Chinch-bug seems a delicate morsel when" meat" is scarce.
Very few insects are known to prey upon the Chinch-bng; while I myself have
never observed any of the species which have been credited with the good work
thus attacking the enemy. True, I have frequently seen different species of Ladybugs (Coccinella, Hippodamia, etc.), and the Lace-wing fly, upon the same corn
stalk with the Chinch-bugs. Upon close observation it was also ascertained that
the plant was more or less infested with some aphid or plant louse which had attracted these, their natural enemie,., before the other bugs arrived. It must not
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be inferred from what I say here that I discredit the writings of such authorities
Thomas, Le Baron, and others. Such is far from my intention.
Various remedies, as plowing, rolling, ditching, fencing, and the use of insecticides have been suggested and used with more or less favprable results, both in this
and other states; deep plowing immediately after the harvest having succeeded in
a few instances by covering the bugs so deeply that they could not creep out.
Rolling at a like season has crushed large numbers, while ditching and fencing
have succeeded iu "bunching" them and for a time checking their onward movement while migrating from small-grain fields to corn fields. At such times the
dragging forward and backward of a heavy weight of some sort has been the means
of causing great slaughter among their continually increasing ranks. Ditches into
which water could be turned have formed complete barriers to their creeping migrations, but not to the after movements of the winged insects as they were about
to mate for the second brood.
This insect, like all depredators, has its likes and dislikes, and chooses its foodplants with considerable daintiness of taste.
The small grains are the first on the list, after which follow some of the grasses
and corn. Among the grasses, millet, Hungarian, and fox-tail stand at the head,
while a few others that usually grow as weeds follow closely. Wild buckwheat is
also quite a delicacy with them, and I have noticed several examples where weedy
fields were less injured than clean ones, notwithstanding the fact that the one contained equally as many bugs as the other. Several farmers in this state have also
mentioned the same fact to me. As a rule. grain in a grassy field has the disadvantage alongside of that growing in a clean one. During the past summer I saw
several examples in which the scale was turned. One of these in particular attracted my attention at the time. The crop was corn, growing just across the road
from a field of wheat which had been so badly damaged as to render its harvest useless. The ground was covered with wild Hungarian or fox-tail grass, which at the
time, August 6th, was dead and perfectly dry for a considerable distance in from
the road. Upon examination it was found that our old acquaintance was at work
here, attacking the fox-tail in preference to the corn. Referring to my notes made
on the ground, I find the following:
" The Chich-bug is still present in considerable numbers in a few corn fields, but
absent from others where there are signs of its work. In these a large per cent of
the grass (fox-tail) had been entirely killed before the corn was attacked. In no
instance has the corn been greatly damaged, the only perceptible injury being in
the drying up of a few of the lower leaves."
\Ve had several heavy rains just prior to this, so the partial disappearance of the
pest could very likely be attributed to that cause. Since that date but a few scattering specimens of the bugs have been noticed. Hence, I imagine our rains of
August and September have been of great benefit in their diminution.
In conclusion, I would state that the only remedy that I know of is in clean
farming-burning all rnbbish in early spring that has not disappeared during fall
and winter; also the protection of our winter birds.
In regions that depend entirely upon irrigation for moisture, or such as are easily
flooded, there never need be any loss of crops from the depredations of this insect.
As to future possibilities of injury we can say nothing definite, as weather alone
liS
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will decide the matter, a wet year preventing and a dry one favoring their increase
in damaging numbers.
J ASSUS INIMICUS Say.
There are a number of insects that go by the popular name of leaf·hoppers,
which derive their nourishment by means of a beak, which they insert into the
leaves and stems of varions plauts, and from which they extract the juices. Several of these have at different times been known to attack Indian corn in sufficient
numbers to cause injury to that crop. One of these, the Jassus inimicus Say. which
is only about one-seventh of an inch in length, was first described in 18,\1 from
specimens collected in Virginia. It is a moderately slender, greenish-yellow insect,
dotted and marked by a few black points.
CICADULA NIGRIFRoNs.Forbes.
A reference to the accompanying illustration
~,:.. (Fig. 75) will aid the reader of this report to recogJ:;~ !V~!;:
nize the insect which has received the above name.
~W'~.!\~ ~ The insect which it represents is "a moderately slen0'1
i
der, yellowish-green species, with four black points
at the anterior margin of the vertex. The head is
@
sublunate, obtusely rounded in the middle, its anteroFIG. 75.-Clcadala niqnjrons- posterior diameter next the eyes being about threeenlarged. [Atter Forbe'.]
fourths its median diameter. Its color is pale yellow,
irregularly mottled with white, with an arc of four irregular black points at its
anterior margin, the outer of these just above and within the ocelli. There is a
slender impressed median line, black or dark brown, and a depressed spot upon
each side appears midway between this and the eye. Total length, .14 inch."(Forbes,14th Ills. Rept., p. 67.) Found at Anna, Ill., July 14, very common on
young corn.
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CICADULA NIGRIFRONS Forbes.
A third species of these leaf-hoppers that has at times affected corn is "Similar
in general appearance to Cicadula nigdfrons, but difTers in wing veins and color
markings. Head with two round black spots upon either side of the middle of the
base, about equidistant from the median impressed line and from the eyes. In
front of these a transverse black line extending from eye to eye, but interrupted at
the middle of the vertex, followed by a second heavier line sometimes interrupted
and sometimes not, the two being nearly joined by a bar at the ends of the first."
As these lettf-hoppers also occur upon small grains and grasEes they can be best
destroyed by the use of some form of the" hopper dozer," which has proved so
successful in capturing and destroying yonng grasshoppers or locusts.
MACROPSIS NOBILIS.
Still another of the leaf-hoppers that is known to attack young corn during the
months of June and July, and that has been observed in injurious numbers in
Illinois.
THE CORN-PLAN'l' LOI'SF.

(Aphis maidis Fitch.)

One of the few species of insects that attacks corn in overwhelming numbers
at times is the Corn-plant Louse, which was first described by Dr. Fitch. It is
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shown in the accompanying illustration (Fig. 76,
0, b, c). At a, the winged
viviparous female; b, the
apterous viviparous female; and at c the pupa
of winged
viviparous
female. It can be distinguished from the Cornroot
Louse by the
following characteristics:
Form B, of illustration,
ilull green, the color more
or less obscured by a glaucous bloom which is dusted over the entire body;
FIG. 75.-Aphis maidis: a, winged viviparous female; b, apterous "the head and commonly
viviparous female; C, pupa. [After Forbes.]
two bands upon the thorax smooth and black, with spots of the same along the sides of the abdomeu and
sometimes upon its middle also, the tip of the abdomen drawn out to a black
point with two smooth black bands forward of it, the nectaries black and their
length about half equaling the distance from their base to the tip, the antennre
black and nearly half as long as the body, the legs black with the shanks whitish
except at their tips. They are of a plump oval form, rather broadest back of
the middle. Their beak is pale, its tip black; it arises from the lower part of
the head and reaches only to the
base of the middle legs, between
which is a deep groove for its reception when at rest."
Form A.-The winged viviparous females "are black, the
abdomen dull lurid green, with
black punctures and dots along
each side, and three black bands
at the tip, and opposite these on
the under side a transverse black
spot. The nectaries, legs, and
antenme are similar to those of
the wingless female."
The habits and natural history
of this louse have been carefully
B
C
studied and recorded from time FIG. 77.-Aphis maidi-radicis: (( winged viviparous fe·
b, n.pterou~ viviparous female; c, apterons ovito time in the reports of the state m~lle;
parous female. [Afler Forbes. ]
entomologist of Illinois.
l

THE CORN-RoOT LOUSE.

(Aphis maidi-radieis Forbes.)

This root louse of the corn which is figured herewith (Fig. 77, a, b, e,) has
long been confounded with the Corn-plant Louse (Aphis 1naidis Fitch). In the
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careful studies which the Illinois state entomologist and his assistants have made
of these corn-infesting lice, they have failed to connect the two forms. In other
words, by carefully working with either form, all efforts to rear from it the other
form have thus far failed. This being the case, together with the constaucy
with which each adheres to the structure of typical specimens of either, Professor Forbes has properly proposed a new name for the present species. A comnarison of the figures will at once show the difference between it and the original
maidis.
The root louse may be known from the following description which is that as
written by Forhes, or his assistants, and which will be given in full:
"Winged vivipa1'O'u8 femalc.-Head black. Thorax brownish black. Ahdomen
above with three marginal black spots and numerous small, dark specks over the
surface. Antenme dark with pale at the articulations. Prothorax pale in the
middle; meso- and metathorax chiefly hrown. Cornicles black with some black
at their hases, chiefly inside. Cauda dusky, with several transverse dusky marks
before it. Thorax chiefly dark below, with interspaces about hases of limbs hrownish. Under side of the abdomen pale green; two transverse dark marks before the
cauda. Legs mostly black; tibiae for basal two-thirds pale. Length of body,
1.8mm.; width of body,. 9mm.; antennae, .7mm.; cornicles, .12mm.; wing, 2mm.
" Wingless viviparous female. - Head black above. Prothoracic segment black; the
following three body segments each with a trausverse dusky mark on their middle. Abdomen pale green, with black marginal spots and with numerous smaller
specks over the surface. Antennae dusky at tip and slightly also at base. Eyes
reddish hrown. Cornicle black. Cauda dusky; preceded by two trausverse black
marks. Abdomen heneath with two transverse black marks before the cauda, otherwise nearly uniform pale green helow. Rostrum hlack at base and tip. Coxae,
femora chiefly, tips of tibite and the tarsi black. Body widely oval in outline.
AntenDa~ short, about half the length of the body and head; first and second articles equal in length, first largest; third article longest; fourth and fifth suhequal
and about equal to the thickened proximal part of the sixth. Cornicles short, tapering towards the tip, not swollen, extremities flared. Cauda short and wide.
Length ofbocly, 1.4mm.; width of body, .93mm.; antennre, .57mm.
"Oviparous female.-General color dull green; body covered with a glaucous
hloom. Above, head dusky, prothorax chiefly dusky, the three succeeding segments each with a median transverse dusky blotch, all the segmeuts behind the
prothorax with a marginal and submarginal series of dusky specks on each side.
Below, head and prothorax dusky, two dark spots outside the coxa of the middle
leg, a dusky line before the coxa of the hind leg, abdominal segments with two
series of dusky specks on each side and a pair of dark spots before the cauda. Antennre, two basal articles, third and fourth at tips, and fifth and sixth chiefly
dusky. Eye brownish red. Rostrum dusky. Anterior and middle legs with the
coxre, femora except at bases, tibim tips and tarsi except bases dusky. Posterior
leg, except the extreme base of the femur, black. Cornicles black. Cauda with
black border. Body stout, its greatest width at about the middle. Outline of
front seen from above incurved medially. Antennre with first and second articlee
equal in lengtb, the first stoutest; third article about equal in length to the fourth
and fifth together, the latter nearly equal in length and similar in form; basal
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part of sixth article shorter than the distal part, about equal to the fifth in length.
Cornicles short, not at all swollen in the middle. The limbs and the cauda have
the usual slight pubescence of members of the genus Aphis. Length of body,
2.27mm.; width of bc)dy, 1.20mm.; anteunffi, .80mm.; cornicle, .20mm."
Tbe life-history and habits of the Corn-root Louse are substantially as follows,
according to Professor Forbes: •• The root louse hibernates as an egg in the earth,
and as far as known, only in the nests of ants of a species identified for me by
August Forel as Lasius brunneus, var. alienus. This ant is host and constant companion of the root louse throughout the year. It is equally devoted, however, to
the common Grass-root louse (Schizoneura conti, by Osborn's determination.) The
ant above referred to is the common small brown ant about an eighth of an inch in
length, abundant in corn fields in spring, where it burrows among the roots of the
corn. Its nests are still more common along the borders of roads and paths through
pastures and other grass lands. The formicaries, containing the corn louse eggs, are
most frequently to be found in old hills of corn, late in autumn, or in early
spring, at a time when the ants are torpid within the earth, and when, consequently,
their mining operations do not betray their presence. They should be sought by
digging or plowing up the corn stubble in the field, when, if ants be found, a
thorough search of the burrows will commonly show the minute, oval, shining
black aphis eggs, piled together in larger or smaller quantities, the depth below the
surface varying according to the season, and even the time of day. We have found
them at a depth of six or seven inches, and again scarcely more than half an inch
below the surface. In spring especially, when hatching time draws near, the ants
can vey the eggs to the upper galleries of their nests during the heat of the day
(particularly if the weather be fine), but withdraw them for the night and during
cold, wet days.
"The ants themselves pass the winter as adult workers, and as larvffi in various
stages, from the minute young to those nearly full grown. The time of hatching
of the plant louse eggs varies of course with the season, ranging, according to our
observations, from the 10th to :~Oth of April. The commencement of the hatching
season is fairly well indicated hy the opening of the radical leaves of the common
smartweed or heartweed (Pol.IJgonum persicaria) in the fields. The greater part of
the eggs are commonly hatched a week or ten days hefore corn planting is fairly
under way.
" The plant lice of the first generation, that hatching from the eggs, are wingless,
viviparons females-the form commonly known as the stem mother, because from
it all the succeeding generations of the season proceed without sexual reproduction,
no males appearing, in fact, in any of these generations until the last of the season,
when both sexes are evolved and eggs are laid for the winter. This spring generation is readily distinguished by characters of f(lrm and color from all that follow.
Hatching usually before the corn appears, it is dependent at first iu our region
almost wholly upon young plants of smartweed (Polygonum). The roots of these
are laid bare by the burrows of the ants, and upon these roots, within their narrow
tnnnels, the lice will usually be found thickly clustered. Later, if the field be
planted to corn, our common species of pigeon grass (Setaria) divides the attention
of the lice, offering in fact, for a little time, a more succulent herbage than the rapidly growing smartweed.
" The second generation begins to appear about the 10th of May, and, by the 20th
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of that month, may be itself mature. Many of this generation are winged, and
others are certainly wingless, as careful breeding experiments upon isolated individuals have proven again and again. Our earliest observation of the winged form
of the root louse was dated May 13. This generation may live at first, like the
other, upon smartweed and pigeon grass, but is most commonly transferred to corn,
either in the same field or by flying to a distance. It is beyond all possible question a fact that the ants burrow the hills of corn industriously in advance of the
appearance of these lice, and when they themselves have none in their possession
with which to stock their burrows. That they will eagerly seize and convey to
t,heir corn-field habitations lice exposed to them, we have repeatedly demonstrated
by experiment. They seein, however, to be not wholly dependent upon this louse
for food, since in the early spring, before the root lice make their start, the ant often
captures smalllarvffi and various soft bodied insects, which it kills and carries to
its nest.
"The third generation may appear from May 15 to 20. It is more generally
winged than the second, so far as is indicated by our rather scanty observations.
"The fourth and fifth generations were brought out late in May and early in
June in the single experiment which we carried to that length, but the subsequent
history of the louse has not been followed through the season in detail. It is only
certain that successive broods appear throughou t the summer, until fall, breeding
continuously upon the roots, and that both winged and wingless viviparous females
occur in variable proportions, seemingly determined in part by the condition of the
plant upou which they feed, the winged lice being rapidly evolved as the corn
plant suffers from the attack. The midsummer generations become, consequently,
widely scattered, and the lice may almost disappear in the fields where, earlier iu
the season, they were excessively abundant. Colonies started in old corn fields
which have been planted to some other crop thus abandon them, after living for a
time on smartweed, pigeon grass, and the like, and resort to the growing corn; but
in midsummer the roots of many other plants become infested-purslane, Panicum (tickle grass), pigeon grass, and possibly squash, although our attempts to
breed root lice from this last plant on corn were quite unsuccessful.
"Even ragweed will snpport these lice at least temporarily, as we proved in 1889
by transferring halt~grown young of these second generation from slllartweed roots
to ragweed, where they lived and fed until they acquired wings, .five days later.
In autumn we have found the last viviparous generation and the oviparous female
generation following, on pnrslane, dock (Rumex erispa), fleahane (Erigeron canadense), black mustard, sorrel (Oxalis stricta), and the common plantain (Plantago
major), not to mention two other plants not reeognized or determined at the time.
" The bisexual generation of root lice makes its appearanee in corn fields as early
as October 1, and continues there throughout the month, pairing and depositing
eggs. Our only observation of the sexes in copula was dated October 21. We
have not fonnd the oviparous female anywhere in the earth, except in the burrows
of ants, and there, doubtless, the eggs are laid. Certainly they are collected at
that season in the chambers of the ants' nests, and earried through the winter there
as already described.
"The ants, in the meantime, have continued their development in their small
and scattered colonies, the larvre beginning to pupate by the middle of May and
the sexes emerging early in August. Just when and where the eggs are laid by
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the fertilized female we have not yet determined; but specimens of this sex have
been found in the earth, alive, as late as November, and the continual appearance
of the young larval in the home nests until the middle of the following summer
shows that eggs are laid, apparently, by workers, at frequent intervals through the
early part of the season."-(Forbes, 17th Annual Rep. Entomologist of Ills., pp. 6470.)
This root louse of the corn has been treated somewhat at length on account of its
-capabilities of becoming the worst corn insect we have. Then, too, its pecnliar lifehistory and underground life render it a more difficult problem to solve by the
ordinary observer who has not the time and facilities to do this for himself. In
concluding his remarks upon this insect, Professor Forbes gives the following
economic suggestions that will prove quite valuable in fighting it:
"In the first place, a long list of observations in the field in the early spring
unite in showing that the Corn-root Aphis takes its start only in fields where it oc-curred the year before, and that such fields are, as a rule, most likely to suffer
severely from the attack. The early evolution of a partially winged brood provides
however, for so general a dispersal that the expedient of rotation of crops can have
only a secondary value.
"Secondly, the fact that the plant louse eggs hatch, as a rule, some days in advance of the growth of corn in the fields (usually a week or more before corn
planting), and that in the meantime the lice are dependent on young weeds in the
earth, gave the hint for some starvation experiments tried in two successive years.
From these we learned that young lice just hatched will perish within five days if
deprived of food, whether attended by ants or not. It seems possible, consequently,
that their numbers might be greatly diminished in early spring by such a thorough
stirring of the soil with disk harrows or other similar apparatus, as would keep
down the sprouting herbage in the corn field. Any treatment of the field the preceding summer or fall which should diminish the number of seeds of pigeon grass
{)r smartweed maturing in the corn would diminish likewise the chances of young
root lice the following year. I am told that these conditions are agriculturally
manageable, and have arranged for field experiments to test these methods.
"A simpler and perhaps more promising expedient is based upon the care of the
eggs by the common small brown ant, so frequently referred to. The attention
which these eggs reeeive both in winter and spring makes it seem likely that the
care of the ants is essential, and as these insects beeome torpid early, rarely working beyond November 1, it seems quite likely that late fall plowing of fields
infested by them, and their guests, the root Iiee, to be followed possibly by harTowing, would so break up their homes and scatter their treasures as to make it
impossible for the ants to reestablish themselves or to collect the plant-louse eggs
again."
CHAITOPHORUS FLAVUS Forbes.
This sorghum and broom-corn lonse has been taken while working on the roots
of Indian corn,at least a louse found here in the state was so determined at the time.
RHOPALOSIPHUl\I DIAKTHI (Schr.).
A fourth species of plant louse has been repeatedly taken on corn growing in the
University greenhouse here in Lincoln. Do not think it would attack the crop in
the field.
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ORTHOPTERA.
It is not my intention to mention here all of the different species of orthopterous
insects that attack corn, for were I to do so most all of the different kinds known
in the country would have to be included in such a list. The order as a whole is
composed of vegetable feeding forms, and most of these feed upon grasses and allied
plants in preference to bushes and trees or herbaceous ones. They nearly all attack cultivated crops in prefereuce to wild or uncultivated plants when the former
are at hand. In this paper, then, only such species will be mentioned as have been
ascertained to injuriously attack that crop.
•

THE WESTERN CRICKET.

(Anabrus simplex Hald.)

The insect figured herewith (Fig. 78) is the famous Ruffalo Cricket that has so fre>quently become sufficiently numerous in the great interior basin country to destroy

FIG. 78.-Anabrus simplex: a, female; b, clasper of male; c, tip of male abdomen.
(Entom. Com.)

crops. It has been treated of in the reports of the United States Entomological
Commission, and other government publications. As it is confined chiefly to the
region lying to the west of the Rocky mountains and east of the coast range, we
never need fear its depredations in the Mississippi valley.
THE GLASSy-WnWED GRASSHOPPER.

(Orchelimumvulgare Harr.)

This insect is included among corn insects on the strength of its using the stalks of
this grain sometimes as receptacles for its eggs, and also on account of its frequent
attacks upon leaves which it uses as food, eating them full of holes. The insect
is one of the smaller katydid-like grasshoppers so common everywhere.
SCUDDERIA PISTILLATA Brunner.
An insect that is quite common in corn fields here in Nebraska is the one known

FIG. 79.-Scudderiapistillata; male. (Original.)

to entomologists as Scudderia pistillata, and which is figured in the accompanying
illustration (Fig. 79). It never becomes sufficiently numerous to do material injury
20
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to that crop, but is shown as a representative of the katydid family, several of
which at times occur in like situations. Like all of our other species of katydids,
this insect is green in color, and resembles the vegetation among which it lurks,
feeds, and lives. Its eggs are probably laid within or on corn-stalks, since I have
never but once taken the species anywhere save in corn fields.
(Jlelanoplus femur-rubrum De G.)
Of all our North American locusts or grasshoppers this one enjoys the widest range. It
is the common species in all parts of the country from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from
the Arctic circle to Central America. Its devastations, while perhaps not as great as those
FIG. SQ.-The Red-legged Locust (JIelanoplus femur-rubrum); female. [After of some others of our destructive species, have
Riley.]
been frequent and extensive at times.

THE RED-LEGGED LOmiST.

THE LESSER MIGRATORY LOCUST.

(1flelanoplu8 atlanis Riley.)

This locust, which very frequently becomes injurious 011 account of its excessive
increase, is somewhat smaller than the Rocky mountaill species. It is also migratory ill its habits, but to a much less degree than is spretus. In its distribution
this illsect is much more widely spread than femur-rubrmn, being common ill almost all parts of our country from the Mexican boundary to the fifty-third degree
of north latitude, and even beyond in some parts of the country. It is the species
which most frequently does the locust illjury in the New Englalld states, much of
that ill our northern states, and some in the extreme northwest. It has also been
known to become injurious even in the middle and southern states. In its distribution atlanis appears to be more partial to hilly or mountainous country, and
especially is this noticeable in reference to its appearance in destructive numbers.
It also seems to prefer wooded or mixed country to the open prairie or plains.
As would naturally be expected from its wide distribution, this particular locust
presents some variation in its size, color, and to some extent also, its structure. At
any rate there appear to be three well-marked forms of the species to be met with
within the confines of North America. It does not differ materially in general
appearance from the femur rubrum which is figured above at 80.
ROCKY MOUNTAIN LOCUST.

(Melanoplus spretus Thos.)

The Rocky Mountain or Migratory Locust is the insect which is generally re-

.'
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FIG. Sl.-R. M. Locust; different stages of
growth ofyouug. [After Riley.]

FIG. S2.-Rocky Mouutain Locust (Melanoplus spretus); male. [After Riley.]

ferred to as the destructive locust of North America, and has caused more injury
during the past twellty years than any dozen of the other species combined. It is
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this species which we most fear on account of its migratory habits; so marked is
this trait that swarms hatching on the Saskatchewan have beeen traced to the
Gulf of Mexico in one season. Its habits have been so frequently described that
further mention is unnecessary. It is shown in the accompanying illustrations
(81,82, and 83) which show the
insect in its various stages of
growth with spread wings and
closed. The Rocky Mountain
Locust has very probably been
studied more than any other
species of locust known to
science; and the numerous
remedies that have been suggested and tried at different
times and places have proved
that it is possible to handle
almost any injurious insect
enemy if we go at it in the right
manner, and continue our atFIG. 83.-R. M. Locug!; female. [After Emerson.]
tacks after once having begun.
THE DIFFERENTIAL LOCUST. (11felanoplus differentialis Thos.)

1

Here in the west we are frequently not a little bothered by a rather large yellowish locust of which the accompanying illustration is a poor representation.
This insect occurs along
roadsides, the edges of
groves, and at other localities where the vegetation is somewhat rank in
growth. When more than
commonly numerous it at- FIG. 84.-The Differential Locugt (JfelanopZ!ls d1fferentialis);
tacks and injures both garfemale. [After Riiey.]
den and field crops. There are two forms of this differential locust here in the state,
viz., the ordinary yellow one, and a black one. This latter form does not differ otherwise from the typical specimens.
THE TWO-LINED LOCUST.

(MelanopluB bivittatus Say.)

~c.

The locust which is shown in Figs. 85 and 86 is too well known to all of the
readers of this report to require any special description here. Like the preceding
species it is a lover of rank vegetation, and is oftenest found in weed patches or low
grounds. When it becomes more than ordinarily numerous these weed patches are
forsakeu aud it euters grain fields and gardens, where occasionally much injury
is done to growing crops. Unlike differentialis, which is confined to the central portion of the United States, bivittatu8 occurs from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Saskatchewan. Its increase in destructive numbers appears, however, to be confiued chiefly to the regions lying between the
Rocky mountains and the Atlantic. This locust also varies somewhat in color;
but can always be recoguized by the two light colored lines along the side of thorax
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and wing-co,ers. Fig. 86 represents a male specimen that has been killed by a
fungous disease that very freqnently destroys great numbers of these insects.

FIG. 85.-Nelanopllls bivittatlls; female.

[After Riley.]

j

,<I
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FIG. 86.-JI. bivittatlls; male. [After

Lugger.]
THE A~IERICAN I~oCUST. (Shistocerca americana Drury.)
The locust which is shown herewith in figure 87 is known as the American
Loenst to entomologists at least, if not to the populace. It is trnly a beautiful
insect. In addition to its large size and attractive appearance this insect has become familiar to many of ns on acconnt of its ravages to crops. It is the species

FIG. 87.-Shistocerca americana; female.

[After Riley.]

which occasionally devastates Yncatan, Central America, and portions of Mexico,
and which, on rare occasions, becomes snfficiently nnmerons along the Gnlf coast
to do injnry to crops. It has also been known in dangerous numbers as far northward as the Ohio river, and occurs sparingly as far north as the northern states.
REMEDIES.

These grasshoppers or locnsts are nsnally kept within bounds by their insect
enemies, but when the weather has been such as to kill off these parasites the
locusts become numerous. When this is the case some artificial measures must be
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resorted to if we wish to keep the 'hoppers within bounds and prevent their injury
to crops. Such remedies have been numerous, but the ones that have proved the
most efficient are plowing under the eggs before they should have had time to
hatch, and the capturing of the unfledged locusts by means of hopper dozers
These latter are shallow sheet iron pans in which are put coal tar or kerosene oil
and drawn over the ground by horses in such a manner that the hoppers will hop
into the pan and be killed by coming in contact with the oil.
l\IYRAPODA.

In addition to the large number of
hexapodous insects mentioned in the
preceding pages, several of the lower
articlUlates also have been known to
FIG. 88.-Julus rnultisttiatlts.
feed upon Indian corn. Among
these, one of the Myriapods or "thousand legs," has been found feeding upon ears
of corn lying on the ground. This insect, or rather" thousand leg," is very similar in appearance to the illustration (Fig. 88), given herewith, and is known to
naturalists as Julus i1npressus.

